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T KNOW HIS 

FRENTE OR, RATHER, 

STILL LIVE 7 JUST OUTSIDE 
HERE... TOWN ON THE 


FAMILY FARM. 


T_ SPENT QUITE A FEW 
YEARS ZLESAS/VE CLARK 
FOR BEATING ME OUT 


ON THE FIRST S&AEIAYV ‘a 


EXCLUSIVE, 


WELL, I'VE SEEN FUNNY, KENT NEVER 
MENTIONED THERE WAS 
ANYTHING HWRACLLOUS 
HAPPENING OUT HERE 
IN THE MIDDLE OF 


MORE WOLEST 


AND I KNOW 
KENTS AN zy 
CHUL, NO BROTHERS 

OR SISTERS, 


THOUGH, T 


CAN'T SEEM TO WORK 
UP THE NECESSARY 
BILE ANYMORE. 


A 


KENVSAS. 


COME TO THAT, 
THOUGH, KENT'S NEVER 
MENTIONED MUCH 
ABOUT HIS OLD 
PRAIRIE HOME 47 
tl. 


BUT THATS IT SUPPOSE THAT'S 


AL T KNOW, 
ODD THAT 7 
NEVER NOTICED 
BEFORE WHAT { 


AMUWYSTERY 
MAN CLARK 


GOT A LOT TO DO 
WITH THE FACT THAT 
I NEVER AOVEYT 
ABOUT IT MUCH, 


Z 


< 
} 


KENT REALLY _ 
IS. 


HE'S JUST 
RELENTLESSLY SVE 
AND SYROQVG AND... 
AND I'D BETTER J 

MAKE UP AND 
FIND A PLACE TO 

FARE THIS 


" THAT MOVEL SAY.., YOU WOULDN'T HAPPEN J 
LOOKS RIGHT...” | TO.KNOW A WOMAN NAMED 
LANG, WOULD YOU? 


NOW, 
THEN.., 


I'M GOING TO NEED_ *) AND SOMEWHERE 

SOME KIND OF BASE > TI CAN ASK A 

FP AERATIONG. FEW QGUESTIWS. 
a 


@ |F THAD AN ANSWER 
"BY FOR THAT OWE IT MIGHT 
ad NOT EVEN BE HERE. THIS J) 
AU ZANE WOMAN AVTACKED 

CLARK KENT IN THE 4 
MIDDLE OF THE Bar 
YANET NEWSROOM... 


LET'S JUST SAY OUT_T'HER PLACE, T 
IMA YEN RECKON. I WOULDN'T 
OF A FEVENO. GO OUT THERE, 
THOUGH. 
WHERE 


D'YOU KNOW 
SHE IS RIGHT NOW? LANA PROB'LY WANTS 
SOME FEACE AN'GLVET 
AFTER ALL THAT'S 
COVFENED . 


AN' HER AN’ 
LANDIN ‘ON ALL THE OFFERS 
HER PROPERTY... COMIN BACK 
FROM THE L44D 
AN' ALL... 


I awe, 
BELIEVE 
IT! 


ps OKAY, GRANTED A SULERIANV \S FROM, 
SAUCER?! THE MIDDLE F io SPACESHIP LANDING ~ KAYF/ZV, AND THERE VE 
AN HONEST- OFA 44K) ‘ { vs ON EARTH ISN'T BEEN ENOUGH 4¢Z/EKS 
IN THE MIDDLE 2,2 44 a EXACTLY ARQW7 IN THE ZKS71CE LEAGLE 
OF KANSAS / A \ ee PAGE WEWS ALONE TO OPEN 


THESE DAYS. pn THEIR OWN 
DELEGATION 


TO THE KM... 


BUT SamMEBODY AND SURELY EVEN A GUESSING IN > TIME TO .. AND POSE 
SHOULD HAVE PLACE AS 77” AS THE FARK, AVP THIS ~ HER A FEW 
HEARD ABOUT IT. ) SMALLVILLE MUST HAVE Lois! LANG LAD»... PUNVIED 
THE PRESS IN CWE NEWSPAPER. EVEN QUESTIONS.../ 
KANSAS CITY, A MALO STBTION. 


LOSS/BLE 
1M THE FIRST 
REPORTER ON 

THE SCENE 7 


p= 


bs ae j 
A306 WG 


LIKE, JACK 
YP THE ROO 


SUPERMAN! N 
WHAT ARE 32 
DOING ABE? 


AH... YES. AS 
A. MATTER OF 


(SS | 
AACT, T'VE KNOWN 
DO YOU...\\ LANA FOR... QUITE 
AVEW THIS FA SOMETIME, 
WOMAN 7 yp ™ LOIS, 


THATS ME. ANDI'M N/ ER...YES, I GUESS 
BETTING YOU'RE LANA LAM. OR, I Ws. 
LANG, THE WOMAN WHO I DON’T DO THAT 
RIPS OPEN SHIRTS AND ANYMORE, THANKS 
JUMPS OUT WINDOWS... TO SUPERMAN. 


SHE'S VERY PRETTY... 
IS SUPERMAN... 4 
COVE WITH HER? 


SHE'S 
BEAUTIFUL... 
NO WONDER 
SUPERMAN S 

IN LOVE 
WITH HER. 


Oo 


CL...7 AAEM =... 
SUPERMAN , 
1S THIS LAKS 


YOU 2 7, HM? 


I DON'T SUPPOSE 
YOU'D CARE TO 7422 
ME ALL ABOUT THAT? 
OR 1S THIS ANOTHER 
STORY T LOSE TO 
CLARK KENT, 
SUPERMAN ? 


WELL.,.IT HAS WITH 
KENT THAT THIS ALL 
STARTED, LOIS... 


BUT, AS YOU CAN 
PLAINLY SEE, 
KENT ISN'T HERE 


WELL! THAT'S 
SOME STORY! 
ALIEN ROBOTS! 
AN EVIL AW9S7ER = THE KIND OF 
FLAW REACHING STORY THAT 
BACK 740L/s4/V2s / SHOULD BE KEPT 
OF YEARS! ¥ 


AND... YOU'RE 
QUITE R1GH7, 
SUPERMAN. ITS 


BuT, I STILL 
HAVE A 
COUPLE OF 
UNANSWERED 
QUESTIONS, 


WHAT MIGHT 
THEY BE, 
LOIS? 


FOR A WHILE, 
ANYWAY, 


ti eae 
UU | 
Cs 


im Gem wi 


K As abiaied 1 wittenuiin apd We ybeaiilg 
WORLO CE SHHALLUULE PHP - SELVES... 


“FRIENDSHIP ~ |S 

PERHAPS TOO 

STROVE A WORD, 
LoIs. 


KENT AND T HAVE 
A... WORKING 
RECA TVONG HE, 
WHICH THE 
MANHUNTERS 
ATTEMPTED TO 
XIE 7- 


YOU KNOW...IT'S QQ, NV IT'S GOT ME THINKING 
BUT SEEING YOU HERE, \: ABOUT YOU IN A WAY 
IN KENT'S OLD HOME I NEVER REALLY 


TOWN, WITH KENT'S AAVE BEFORE, : 
SUPERMAN. JF 


OLDEST FRIEND, ALL 
IT'S GOT ME... 


MIXED UP WITH THESE 
COSMIC. SHENANIGANS. - 
WOVCERING... 


YOU'VE NEVER 
EVEN AREJEWCED 
IT WAS YOUR 
REAL NAME. 


WELL, Wie eae FOR 
ONE? WHAT'S YOUR 
COWECTIAY TO THIS LITTLE 
TOWN THAT THE AWALIVIERS 
WOULD HAVE COME HERE 7 


PRESUMABLY IT'S GOT 
SOMETHING TO DO WITH 
YOUR FRIENOSUE, 
ware CLARK KENT? 


ABOUT “SUAEENAN. ” 
THAT'S THE NAME 
Z GAVE YOU, AFTER 
YOU FIRST SHOWED UP 
IN METROPOLIS. 


IT'S... FUNNY. WHEN YOU CAME YOUR DEBUT SEEMED TON PRETTY SOON IT 
ALONG IT HAD BEEN QUITE A FEW CAUSE A WHOLE Ex%as/av_ \ SEEMED LIKE EVERY 
YEARS-- ALMOST SINCE THE OF COSTUMED CRIMEFIGHTERS. MAJOR CITY IN 
SECOND WORLD WAR, REALLY-- THE GATVIAN \N GOTHAM, THE AMERICA HAD ITS 
SINCE WE'D SEEN ANY REAL NEW GEEW LAVERY IN OWN CHAMPION, 
Dy _ SUPERHEROES. COAST CITY. THE SECOND 


| ‘i 
4 
p 


FCAS/? \N CENTRAL CITY. 


AND MORE THAN NOT A FEW 
OF THEM WERE EVEN 
EXTKATERRESTRIALS, LIKE YOU. 


Y POINT? / I'M NOT SURE YET... THAT WE SORT OF WER- 
EXCEPT THAT THE TAHRILLED TO HAVE LOCKED SOME OF THE 
WORLD HAD SORT OF A6077EV A SUPERHERO AROUND | DETAILS. BUT NOW, 


HOW GREAT IT WAS TO BE AGAIN-- ESPECIALLY WHEN T_THINK ABOUT 
PROTECTED, AND THEN WHEN THE GREATEST THOSE OTHER HEROES, 
AME ALONG... SUPERHERO EVER-- THEIR aan VOENTITIES 
-AND ALL... 


AND WHEN I PUT 
THAT GETHER 
WITH YOU, SMALLVILLE, 

CLARK KENT... 


THERE S SOMETHING... 
A AEWY THAT JUST 
DOESN'T WANT To : 
ZRCZ... WELL... TLL 


. Sk YOU 
SOMETHING... one 


CKAZY MAYBE... BLANK... 


LAND SAKES! 
WHAT A 
QUESTION! 


PLATIERED, AT 
LEAST’ 


SURE DO. WHY... 

IT WAS ME THAT 
FOUND THE AXCKE7 
THAT BROUGHT 

HIM TO GARZA 


| 
yi a \ 


/ 
le 


I RECKON CLARK \_[IK 
WOULD BE = 


‘ ) 
~ S oe | 
ee 
: D 


HM 


' 


Y 
CLARK'S AWKENVZS, 
AREN'T YOU? 
7 


I SAWA 
PHOTOGRAPH 
OF YOU ONCE, 
AT HIS 
APARTMENT. 


x 


an” . 
é N 


DIDN'T CLAKK \ 
EVER TELL YOU 
ABOUT IT, LOIS? 
THERE'S NO REASON 
TO KEEP IT ALL 
SECRET ANYMORE. 

— 7 
CLARK WAS..-OH, 
ABOUT TWO, THREE 


MONTHS OLD WHEN J 
ITHAPPENED, -¢ 


THATS RIGHT. 
IN MEK 


CONATHAN. 


AND WE DON'T \ 
NEED TO ASK 


19 

AND THIS HERES / WHO 02 ARE. 
IT'S A PLEASURE 

TO FINALLY GET 

TO MEET YOU; 


Miss LANE. 


I TAKE IT YOU 
AWOW SUPERMAN..-7 


YEP. WE WERE 
SAVOWED WV. WORST 
BUZZARD VER 
IN THESE PARTS. 


THE BLIZZARD 
THE MANHUNTERS 
CAUSED ? 


TERRIBLE 
BUSINESS, 
THAT PART, 
DO YOU? 


OF COURSE, WE REALIZED 

IF THE SOWSEVHEVT OR 

ANYBODY LIKE THAT FOUND 

OUT ABOUT LITTLE AMZ-- 

THAT'S HIS AKYCIIWVIBIV 

NAME, DIO YOU KNOW? 
KA -EL-- 


WW 


= 


A 


GUESS NONE OF 
IT WOULD HAVE 
AAFPENED \F T 
HAON'T GOT TO 


WELL, WE FIGURED 
THEY ’D COWIE AND 
WHIP HIM OFF TO 


WELL, YES. IT GUESS THAT 


CLARK ARE... 
ALMOST LIKE 
STEPEROIMERS 77 


XS A PRETTY GOOD 
DESCRIPTION OF THE 
RELATIONSHIP. 


JONATHAN BROUGHT 


THE G48Y HOME AND... 


WELL, IT WASN'T AWE 
AUNCTES BEFORE WE 
KNEW HE WAS 
SOMETHING 
GPLECTAL. 


SO WE KEPT HIS 
WHOLE 2£X/S7EWCE 
A SECRET, UNTIL 
HE WAS READY TO 
GO OUT INTO THE 
WORLD AS 
SUPERVUINV 


avon / 
ON MISERABLE, 10 GOOD, 


F= Gig * 


PS 


AS SOON AS 
HE GOT A LOOK 
AT CLARK ASLEEP IN 
HIS CRIB HE Lew 
OUT OF MA'S ARMS 
AND JUMPED RIGHT IN 
WITH HIM! SCARED 
LITTLE CLARK OUT OF 
A YEAR'S GROWTH! 


WHY OF ALL THE 


DON'T YOU 'Zo/Ss” ME, YOU 
BIG JEKK/ YOU AND KENT 
HAVE BEEN HAVING JUST 
THE BEST TIME, HAVEN'T 

YOU ? 


TOSSING ME A 
STORY, EVERY NOW 
AND THEN, JUST 


PLAYING 
WITH ME. 


ALL THE TIME 

LICGHING 
YOURSELVES 
S/LLY EVERY 


ER... SORRY, SON. \ WHEN WE 

THAT DIDN'T QUITE | CAME OVER 

COME OFF THE JO GIVE 

WAY WE 7444647 LANA THIS 

IT WOULD. SVE, AND THEN 
OVERHEARD Miss 


BUT... I THINK 
IT'S GOING TO NEED 
A LITTLE AE 

JENINGE... 


HAVE £2KS LAVE TO 
KICK AROUND ANY- 
MORE !! 


AND IT WAS A 
GOOD SAVE, 
ALL THINGS 

CONSIDERED, 


_. IF L DON'T 
WANT TO 2asé 
LOIS AQREVER, 


Tonight | understand the meaning 
of betrayal. | understand what it 
“feel’s Like, to have known a man, . 
looked up to him...” 


Wes, perhaps even loved him... 
to discover he was playing a game. 


A cruel game. That everything | 


| thought | knew about him was a lie. 


cs ‘ BUT ITS NOT Y= 
PLEASE... I a : Z THE WAY YOU 
KNOW YOU'RE \ a ae ”, 2 A's THINK. 
CSET, SU ; = ve : 
TOLD ME WHAT 
HAPPENED... 


ALL THESE YEARS YOU GOT YOUR JOB 
YOU'VE HAD SUPERMAN ' AT THE ALANVE7Z BY 
IN YOUR BACK FOCKET/ Wee 


(CC acwswe 
S 


AND NOW, JUST WHEN WIAAYGE_T CAN 

I GET TO THE POINT STOP AAITWVGEG YOU 
THAT I THINK MABE FOR BEATING ME 
YOU'RE NOT SUCH A OUT ON _THE S7KY 
SLIME FALL... GE TAE CENTLY, / 


LOIS...IT ISN'T LIKE ) LOOK...L KNOW 

THAT, I PROMISE , HOW YOU MUST 

YOU IT ISN'T, FEEL RIGHT “71 y 
= 


, EVEN IF SUPERMAN AND I 
YOU'RE VUEGEDO. \ SYP GIVE YOU THOSE STORIES 
AND YOU'RE 407 -- WHICH WE 2a 7-- IT 

BUT THERE'S NO WOULDN'T W97IER... 2 
REASON JOBE. _. __ all 


SURE T 00, Lois. NX 


YOU'REA Ga0P 
REPORTER, LOIS. ONE 
OF THE S57 AND... 
AND I'M SAR” IF 
I'VE AW@7 YOU. 


— ec 


° I NEVER WEAWVT 10. 
NEVER. 1... CARE 
ABOUT YOU, LOIS. 


MORE THAN 
Y you'LL EVER 
WOW, PROBABLY. 


ALL RIGHT, YOUNG LADY, 
LET'S GET SOMETHING 
CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD, 


ALL MY Z/E I'VE WANTED 
A GY A SW TO CARRY 
ON MY NAME. 


V YOUR MOTHER 
HAS LET ME 
DOWN FHUGE... 


BUT I’M 
GOING TO 


ARE YOU GOING TO BEA 
HELPLESS AGHALE ALL 
YOUR LIFE 7 


CAN'T YOU LEARN TO DO 
AWVSTHING WITHOUT A 
; MAN'S HELP? 


GIRL! WHAT'S THE 
MATTER WITH YOU?, 


BUT... EVEN IF I 
BELIEVED YOU, IT 
WOULDN'T MAKE ANY 
DIFFERENCE, I'LL 
NEVER BE ABLE TO 
LOOK AT YOU, OR 
.SUPERMAN, IN THE 
~~ SAME Way. 4, 


"WHICH MAKES 
IT VERY KAKDP 
FOR ME TO GO 


BACK TO 
MMETROLCLIE, 
... BACK TO We 


THE DALY 
PLANET. 


OH, PLEASE DON'T 
SAY JHA, LOIS. 


YOU 187 COME 


[> 
YOU'VE MADE YOUR 
LITTLE SPEECH. I MAY 


> WHAT YOU ‘VE SAID. 


ww | 


(n) 


By 


4 , 


A 


S, 


~. 


TS 


YS 
A) 
ra) 


x 


( 
) 


a TW 


( 
ER ES 


A 
aN 
\ 


» 
ra: 


a, 


SOMETHING 
LIKE THAT, I 
SUPPOSE. 


EARLY. 
| OL vouR Hee? _ 


BUT AFTER I TAKE 
YOUR ORDERS I 


ARE YOU “Y 
“© WITH A 
HIM? 


MORNIN; PEG. 
THIS IS LOIS 
LANE, A... 
FRIEND OF CLARKS 
FROM METROPOLIS. 


YOU'RE IN TOWN 
ARLY. WHO'S 


ALL RIGHT, 


’ WHAT'S GOOD 
<\K_ ON THIS MENU, 
ANA? 


~ LANA? _ 

<\ BRING US 

a A COUPLE OF 
THE BREAKFAST 


SPECIAL, WOULD 
YOU, PEG? 


YL 'VE WONDERED THAT MYSELF. 
BOUT CLARK, I MEAN. I 
FOUND OUT ABOUT SUPERMAN 
THE SAME TIME AS THE REST 
H OF THE WORLD, SO HE'S 
: NEVER SEEMED QuITE KE4L 
yf TOME. 


LANA. MAKE 
YOUR FRY. 


A PITCH, 


IT'S NOT ‘ CLARK AND I HAVE 
BEEN pile ies SINCE 


LOIS. 


WE WERE BARELY 
Z. MORE THAN TOCHERS...| 


IT'S NOT GAT TO N| 
BE. YOU SEE... WHAT 
T FEELIN ALL THIS 
DOESN'T REA 


LLY 
ATIER, LOIS. CLARK 
1S IN LOVE WITH 
Cm 


LANA.. 2 KNOW IT AMOUNTS TO THE HIS FOLKS ARE GOOD, \ AND THEY TAUGHT THOSE 
HE'S BEE SAME THING, LOIS. SIMPLE PEOPLE. THEY ' STANDARDS TO CLARK. 
WELL, (VIMESTED \ FOR ALL THE SEPHIS- SEE THE WORLD IN VERY » GOOD, SOLID, AZKAL 
IN ME FORA LONG | HCATIAY CLARK STRAIGHTFORWARD STANDARDS, 
TIME, BUT... _7 MAY HAVE LEARNED TERMS. 
IN METROPOLIS, HE'S 
STILL A SMALL TOWN 
Boy AT HEART. 


YOU'RE SAYING CLARK I DON'T KNOW, LANA. HOW CAN YOU BE SURE N WELL, HOW CAN YOU 
WOULDN'T... DECLARE HIS HE'S BEEN AWAY HE'S THE SAME MAN YOU \ BE SURE THAT 41 
AFFECTION FOR ME UNLESS , FROM SMALLVILLE KNEW ? WITH MY THU YOU THINK 
HE REALLY MEANS IT? FOR A LONG TIME. UNDERSTANDING OF YOU KNOW ABOUT 
WHAT THE MANHUNTERS da HIM IS REAL? 
LIVING IN LL DID TO You.. 
METROPOLIS. = 
TRAVELLING ALL 
o, 


OVER THE WORLD RZ a oS 


FOR THE ALAN EZ. SS 
Z| | | 
re) iat 


WHAT THE MANHUNTERS \ BUT [ BELIEVE ALL THE AND ON THAT YOU SAY 
DID, THEY DID TO My FEELINGS I'VE HAD BASIS, LANA...ON | CLARK KENT 
Se NOT MY 4EAR7, FOR CLARK, ALL THE... THE BASIS OFA... IS IN LOVE 
MAYBE IT SEEMS EMOTIONS WE'VE GU] KEACTION... WITH ME 7 
HOPELESSLY ¢D- SHARED... WELL, 

FASHIQNED TO YOU... THOSE ARE KEAC. 

MAYBE I SOUND LIKE 

A FIRST CLASS AVEK.. 


wp 


agit Se 
E 


aoe) 


e : jullie es feseat | UL) 
ee, alee i) -t 


Mi) 


Pam 
| \ 


I JUST CALLED 
70 SAY "HANK 
= one 5 


At, LOKS. BILL TURNER. 
LIM IN JOWN POR 
WE WEEKEND, CALL 


LOS, LEX. I HAVE 
TICKETS FOR THE _ \\ || 
LEON 
OF La TRAVIATIA, 

adeggbe 


L 2: 


| ; Did you wiss the lalesf 
PW | AQRNVIURES A SULERVIAIV? | 


..- BUT L REALLY | 
(WWEEO TO SEE a 
(HR. LELGALCO. 


WHO... 


Y . SSS 
ATGUR? | GUESS, JOSE. BSSSS 


YOU'LL FORGIVE YOUR SENSE OF HUMOR 
ME FOR NOT 1S INTACT, AT LEAST. 


\ l@ BUT... HOW D0 YoU 
| ( Ae) Jose? 
(poy REALLY, T MEAN. 


YOU MEAN, KNOWING \) MOSTLY | SL7EKWAZE 
I‘M NEVER GOING BETWEEN A FATALISTIC 
TO HALK AGAIN ? REG/ONATICW... AND 
CONTEMPLATING INNOVA- 
TIVE WAYS OF KLE 
HUXSELF. 


im 


\\ 
AWA 


WELL... MAYBE DO SOMETHING 
I AH. I GOT IT FOR THIS TOWN 
INTO MY HEAD LI THAT MAYBE 
COULD BECOME SOME NOBODY EtSE 
KIND OF SCAERAERC.../ COULD DO_NOT 
EVEN SCLERKNAV. 


YOU'RE ONG. 
YOU'VE GOT YOUR 


he LIE 
AHEAD OF YOU... 


x 


! DON'T SAY 
THAT! DON'T 
EVEN 7AWK IT! 


AFTER ALL, IT'S NOT TOO 
LIKELY I'LL BE GOING 
BACK 10 ZEACHING 
VERY SOON. -. 
as 


» YOU ACG 
YOURSELF MOST 
AOVVURGBLY; 
MR. DELGADO. 


AND THE FIRST TIME 

I GO UP AGAINST 

A REAL SLEK- 
VELAUN... 


I... DION'T I HOPE YOU HAVEN'T 
COME TO SAY "Z 720 
YOU 60/ AMIGO. 
HERE... 
) I GUESS YOU WERE \ 


RIGHT. WW LOCK 
FINALLY AAV OY 


I'D SAY YOUR 
WAS 


LUCK 
RUNNING ON 
WAX 
WERPRVE, 
JOSE. 


TO HAVE EVEN 
SURVIVED A BATTLE 
WITH A SUPERHUMAN 
LIKE COMBAITER.. 


AT LEAST... I FARED WHAT'S THE 
BETTER THAN THE LATEST ON OUR 
OQWER GUY! LATE FRIEND, 

SUPERMAN? 


BY HUYXSTERY I 
TAKE IT YOU MEAN 


> 
.-- AND 
OQNIKACEAELE, 


OH, 
SUPERMAN! I 
DIDN'T KNOW You 


WERE HERE, TOO, |] 


LM... SORRY, 
BUT I'M AFRAID 
YOU'LL REALLY 


BOI HAVE TO 
GO NOW. 


f f > i 


(\ \ 
\" by 


CAN I... GIVE 

YOU A L/-7” 

AONE, LOIS? / QUITE ARANKEY, 
SUPERMAN... 


BY... COWEN TIONAL 
METHODS, ANYWAY. 
BUT I'VE ALREADY 

TAKEN CERTAIN S728... 


THERE ISA SINGLE 
Wil... SINGLE 


MNE/IGATOR 
BEHIND ALL THIS... 


THATS ALL RIGHT, 
NURSE, I WAS 


JUST CLEAVING, THANKS, LOIS. 


THANKS FOR... 
EVERYTHING. 


Ln edteing 
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SMALLVILL 
ps THE 


O MATTER 
MUCH FASHIONS 
TITLES MIGHT 
& 
Yy, . 


W//4, | Vb 
Y Bink Ui y/_= + 
yf CRN 


VAR 
Y =, 
Uh yf | COME Vf AND I ALWAYS é 
HOME TO CC) KNOW EXACTLY Oo O f/f? 
Ge AWA ie... HWP BY SPO uf 
bys. EXPECT. : 
; yy) a fo 


a 


SSS BSS 


1 DON'T EVEN 
MINP THE LITTLE BIT 


AN 
Po gitt as 64? 
WITH THE PASSENG 
ARRIVING FROM 
RANSAS 
CITY... 


YOU COLL 
SAY THAT, PA. 
I'S WECT/.... 


THIS ISTHE \ 
LONGEST YOU'VE 


CMON...WE'LL 
HAVE US ALITTLE 
LONCAH, BEFOR 
WE HEAD ON BACK 

TO THE -ARM. 


VT HEARD YOU DONE Wéle FOR. WY” THREE SALLIALS. 
MeN hee eae, | [OuRseLe INTHE BIGCITY, CLARK, be 
HERE SINCE... WHATLL IT BE, FOLKS? f 


WELL J'LL BE... < 
Masie= 


Y 
| zt 


“i 


YF IT WERENT FOR NOU SURE HAVE 
YOU. BEING WITH YOUR 
MAA I DON'T K 
AS IONE ECOG AIE 7 
Ve 7 URE THE Nowe AL 
BZ RSON NAWALiViLe) | 
TO COMMENT 
T, MAISIE. ff 


LUKE f TOLD AETE V/ NOW... MAYBE YOU SHOULD 
A THINK ABOUT COV7TAC. 
LENSES, rey WORK 


THAT PRETTY 
BEHIND A PAIR 
~ OF : 


eS 


MAYBE ~~ 
SLL. BO THAT, 
MAISIE. 


AND S04 FEW ( my) HERE 
MINUTES LATER... BMD ( YG. FOLKS. 
s THREE OF THE }/ f BENICE 100, 
BEST. by Y NAIGIE. WHEN: 
YOUVE GOT A 
MINUTE. 


Ys 


I ALWAYS THAT MUST SEEM_AWEUL 
FIGURED MAISIE BORING TO YOU, THESE DAYS 
WOULD DO OKAY SON, 

4 ene : : 
SPECTMLULAR. 
JUST GOOD OLD. 
SMALLVILLE 
MORMAL. 


MES 
| IT (5 TO HAVE A SOLID ALL OVER THE 
ABOUT TH a FOUNDATION _TO COME ONIVERDSE. 
INTO TOWN, BACK TO, AFTER FLYING 


ALL OVER THE WORLT.. 
CO 


a 


| tM \TSSONICETOKNOW \/ WELL...IT OH, NO VY THELAST TIME N 


THERE HAVE NEVER BEEN HASN'T BEEN SOUDON'T! . PA STARTED TO TELL 
ANY DARK SECRETS IN 


ME SOMETHING ANC 
YOUR PAST... ROSY AS ALL 4 YOU STOPPED HIM.., 


THAT, SON. THERE 
WAS A TIME... 


Cy 
ce ig KEPT IT FROM YOU 
? NOALL THESE YEARS. 
FORDMAN S DEP trax, 


4 
‘ 


SN 


~YOU REMEMBER 
FOROMAN'S DEPART: 
MENT STORE...? 
” me ay PIRES THERE 4 ORPMAN sep 10 Be HAO, 
2 u Ye, 
E , 1 REMEMBER IT LIKE 10 GAMIEL 
Ym YESTERDAY. \ THE AICHEST FOROMAW! 


\ 
y 4 


; 


Asie 4) 


1 DIPN'T EXPECT YW GUESS IT WOULD 
IT TO GUSTRESS rE: 


YOU QUITE SO MUCH, 
SON. IM SORRY. 


g anaes “A REAL DIFFERENT SORT » "T'D...HAD_KIND OF A ROUGH TIME, IN THE 
= f 


THE WAR. OF WORLD, BACK THEN. Mim PACIFIC. STILL CON'T LIKE TO THINK ABOUT 
= IMPLER. CLEANER. A u 


ge 


Al PEACE AND 
QUIET. 


i ‘RIGHT OFF THE 
LOOKED 
NEVER KNOW 

WOW G00P" 


"IT'S R SHAME 
YOU NEVER 
KNEW My PA 
CLARK. 


HOW “FF : COURSE... I KNOW 
EVERYTHING... \> WE GREN'T ERY THE 
EVERYBODY? ONES YOU MEAN, ARE 

WE, JONNY 7 


WELL, ME 
AN' SARAH'S JUST 
GRANC. FARM'S ZOING 
GREAT AS CAN BE : 
EXPECTED... : 
=k I KNOW MAR THAS 
WA OAL MARKIE. 


OREN JUS 
WARRIED: 


SON 


1...COULD 
NEVER HAVE 
GIVEN HER A 
HOUSE LIKE 
THAT... 
SOME 
THINGS JUST 
wen ey 


7, la 

= SARAH DIDN'T GET 

C1 $410 HE WAS A VE 

COMING HOME CHIN. 
TODAY. ACT 
Ca SEEMED... 
: eS WEALTHIER TH 
Af \ EXPECTE 


> 


\ ——— 
\'\ | F7\ ail = 
\y \ \ eV 
\ Ef bapa baal 
\ | 
\ i 
A wr ~ 
( \ 


— 


f) 


_ 


VW LAND SAKES! VW __...BUT YOU'VE 
YOU WENT AWAY SURE ENOUGH 
A &oy, COME BACK TO 

US A MAN! 


SEEMS LIKE ALL AL 1S BO 
SARAH'S BEEN COOK: TRAVELLIN' HOME TO NED HINSELF 
IN SMALLVILLE FROM THE BEST I CA 
FOUNP OUT YOU PATHE BACK_OF 
WERE ALIVE, BEYOND... 


I WELL... MY 
NOSE SURE WON'T 
LET ME ARGUE THAT 

ONE, SAL! 
EVERYTHING 


SMELLS 
GREAT... 


"OVER THE aa MEAL 

I? HAC IN NEARLY 

FIVE eNEARS. We TALKED 
ABOUT WHAT HA 

HAPPENED IN SMALL- 

VILLE WHILE I'7 BEEN 

AWAY." 


AN? VON'T 
FORGET THAT 


YOu 
LOOK GOOP, 
C? SMALLVILLE. 


SAM TOLD ME MARTHA 
WAS ON THE FRONT FORCH 
OF THE FOROMAN PLACE 

WEEN YOLI DROVE FAST... 


YOU'VE 
SAL! GOT MIGHTY OWET 
SINCE I LEFT, [ 
DION'T HEAR YOU 
\ COME OUT. 


BUSINESS WITH 
THE MACKINLEY 
oom, Ss IN 


J WAS 
WORRIED THAT 
YOU MIGHT NOT, 
AFTER ALL I'VE 
SEEN. 


YOUR PA'S BEEN A 


MN 7 BUT YOU 
LOOK JUST 
ABOUT 


PERFECT. 


Analy oat a FOR SOME 
IME N JONNY. a 
You WERE. DECLARE 


WE... WE 
HERR? SOME 
STORIES. 


MISSING IN ACTION. 


YW sOME — 
oie aee 
VID 10 THEIR 

PRISONERS... 


Y “IBPANESE,” SAL. 
THERE'S NO PLACE FOR 
| AAME- CALLING, NOW THAT 
TA _THE WAR'S GONE. 


WAPPENED 
WAS... BAL 
VEAL BAL. 


BUT... DONT TRY 10 
EVEN THROUGH EY IT. 
ALL THAT, YOU aor eyes, SAW 
KEPT HER WHAT | SAW, 
\ PICTURE? 


VEP THE CLARK 


BUT... IT'S OVER 
AND FUIISATED NOW. 


Te 


S a 


eS 
= 


ANP I DON'T 
NEED TO BE HIT 
OVER THE HEAD WITH 
IT, TO KNOW YOU 
STILL oe} MARTHA 
LARK. 


SAL. 


SHE DION'T 
WAIT FOR ME TO 
COME BACK FROM _BE- 
ING A SOLDIER BOY. 
NOT LIKE IN THE 
MOVING PICTURES. 


AND YOU 
NEEDN'T REMING 
ME HOW OL? MAN 
FORDMAN WAS PUT- 


HOW. PROUG_HAND- 
SOME DAN FORDMAN CAME 
RIDING TO THE RESCUE LIke 

SOME WHITE KNIGHT... 


HE SAI 
GENERAL STORE FROM HIS 


OWN Fi 


MMe oe 


ATHER'S TAKE-OVER 
PLANS. 


AN? WHEN 
OL MAN FORDMAN 
DIED. DAN 
FPROPOSEL.. 


AND MARTHA 
ACCEPTEL, 


1 REAP IT 
Azz INYOUR 
LETTER. f 


I READ IT 
50 MANY TIMES 
1 COULD RECITE 

IT BACK- 


WARCS. 


- | 
y 
al 
mm 
ie 
|} 
| 


Poo 


os 


jor 


YOU...YOU_ KNOW NONE 
OF THAT WOLILD'VE HAPPENED, 
JONNY, IF YOU'D? ONLY SPOKEN 
haiiag tO FIRST 
L ; ws 


raf 


STUBBORN. ¥f 


JUST LIKEA 
KENT. 


THE KIND OF 
THING A WOMAN 


7 LESS YOU'VE 
GOT A TIME 
MACHINE \D0- 

DEN IN THE 


BuT 1 HAVENT “© 
BEEN A KENT LONG 
ENOUGH TO AVOPT 
Atl THEIR WANS... 


“5 
ALICE? SARAH 
KENT. GET ME MARTHA 
OVER T'THE FORVDMAN 
PLACE, WOULD 
YOu? 


"COURSE, I KNEW NOTHING ABOUT "NEXT MORNING 


MY _SISTER-IN-LAW'S DOINGS AT 
THE TIME, CLARK. 


WHEN SHE ASKED 
ME TO GO INTO 
TOWN FOR 
SUPPLIES, T DION 
THINK TWICE 
ABOUT IT." 


AY NOW WHAT'S ALL 
THIS FOO6 (BHMEDS, ALL our "SUPPLIES 
JUST LAST 
7 


late 
Bh BEL DES, 


Pm 


\ 
JONATHAN. YOU LOOK V7... HELLO, 
| HEAR NOU GREAT, JONNY! VA JONATHAN. ) 4 
WERE BACK ’ , //, 4 
f tha Yi NG 


THE DOCTORS SAY 
HE'S GOING THROUGH 
SOMETHING CALLED A 

AMENISSION.. . 


f 


THATS 
\ NOTHING TO 


SORRY, 
THAN. I... J APOLOGIZE 


FOR, MARTHA. 


C'MON... 
LET ME TAKE 
YOU HOME. 


dy” OON'T 
TALK LIKE 
THAT, MARTHA. 


POR YOU AND DAN... 


4 
HERO 


AIM 
/ (REOn GD 


LF) Y= > 
"alae one 


[CONTINUED ON PROPAGE FOULOWING J 


en CAME 


OUT SOUNPING 

SNIGE.. AND THATS 

NOT AT ALL WHAT I 
INTENOEO. 


MY GOD! 
HE LOOKS... 
CAASTLY! 


I KNOW WE WERE Y THE WAY YOUD 
NEVER THE GREATEST OF STARTED TO BUILD 
FRIENDS. IN SCHOOL, BUT AREAL LIFE FOR 
1 ALWAYS AGNANRED YOU. YOURSELF \WITHOUT 
THE ATHLETE. THE A FAMILY FORTUNE 
POPLLAR KID. TO SMOOTH THE 
N 


J] REALLY 
AM GLA? TO 


eS) 


WHEN WWE HEAR? YOU 
WERE MISSING... WELL. IT 
WAS A SAD GAY FOR ALL 
DOF SMALLWILLE, 110 SAY. 


OH, CALL IT WHAT 
p7 IT 1S. JONNY. CAAICER. 
{ NO NEED TO BE AFRAID 
OF THE WORD. 


]...HAVE TO GET 
BACK INTO TOWN. MR, 
SCHWARTZ PROBABLY 
HAS THE THINGS I 

CAME IN FOR 

BY NOW, 


TM GOING TO BE IN MY DOESN'T EXP 
OFFICE, AT THE STORE TOMORROW ME TO GET BACK INTO THE 
MORNING, SOME PAPERS TO ROUTINE OF THE FARM FOR 

TAKE CARE OF. A FEW DAYS, SO MY TIME'S 

. PRETTY MUCH MY 

OWN, 
O22 ONANING 
L O'CLOCK 


a 
ul 


MAKE IT 
ELEVEN, AND 
T'tL BUY YOU F 
LUNCH, AFTER 


“THAT IMAGE WAS 
STILL STRONG IN 
MY MIND WHEN 


“SHE LOOKEQ AT 
THAT EXACT 
MOMENT, MOKE 
BEAUTIFUL THAN 
ANY WOMAN ['2 
EVER SEEN... 


IT CAN'T 
BE ANY KIND OF 
JOB OFFER. ©) 1 MAY HAVE 


| a . a: 


| m8 


rh a 


EA al WA 


2S SE 
THAT. 
| \\ oe Yn RT sure HE om =. m3 
a YN SeULeNT BEY 


MARY YOu TOO, ( / Figs © GOT ME ASSIGNED 
ELLEN! YOU JONNY! GIVE MISTER YCENT! JUST TO A GRAVECIGOER 
LOOK GRAND! ME A RMS Se RG 4a WERE] FEW MONTHS UNIT. 
WAR, SIR. 


SAW MEAN AWFUL LOT OF * 
TH' WRONG EAP OF THAT WAR, 
MISTER KENT, BURIED 1 AWFUL 
LOT OF BOYS WHO WAS TOO 

YOUMG TO BE, GEA 2. 


| HEAR'D YOUR GUESS WHAT A SHAME Ve ANC HOW 

MISTER FORDMAN WAS IS R5 GOOD AS TO SEE A BRIGHT, SHARP FUNA/Y TO FIND My- 

GOIN’ T'BE SEEIN' YOU MINE, JAICKIE. FELLA LIKE JACKIE WASTING .. SELF THINKING LIKE 
THIS MORNING. HIS LIFE DRIVING AN BOLT A 


YOU COMIN’ 
T'WORK FOR TH 
STORE, SIR? 


THAT, A 
ELEVATOR... COLORED NPN. 


\ ME SEEA 
4 THINGS IN A 
THIS PLACE ; SL WHOLE NEW 
CAN USE A FEW TH a LIGHT, 
GOOD FOLKS LIKE | a = 
NOU MISTER 
KENT. 


HELLO. I'M JONATHAN 
KENT, | HAVE AN ELEVEN 
O'CLOCK APPOINTMENT THAT'S 
WITH MR. FOROMAN. - u VERY GOOD. 
= KNOW M& 
FOROMAN LIKES 
PUMCTUALITY. 


WON'T 
YOU COME 
THIS WAY. 

Fle 3 


in| | nd 4 il 
= I | ETT 
COULON'T HAVE 


TA 
KEPT ME AWAY, 
DAN. 


TTHINK YOU'LL FIND WY S/STER 


TOSPY 1 DON'T 
MY PROPOSITION VERY MUCH HA? HER BROLIGHT THINK ELIZA 
TO YOUR £4 if OVER _FROM FRANCE TH TRUSTS HER BABY 
AFTER V-E VAY. THE 


ae 
oe, 


HAVE A SEAT, BETTY... 
JONNY, AND TRY ONE HOLD ALL My. 
OF THESE. 


1 HAVE THEM 
SHIPPED UP FROM WOULD YOU, 
MAVANA, THREE DEAR? AND 
TIMES A YEAR, HAVE SOME 
> adie named 
iN 


YY 


> : - 
Set, 
oe 


AWAVANA 4 
CVGHAS PRE THE \ . ANO DREAMS 


STUFF OF QREAMS TO ' ARE WHAT WE'RE 
PEOPLE FROM MY HERE TO TALK 


INCOME LEVEL, 


OF COURSE... 
THAT KIND OF 
TALK COULD GET 
ME SMOKING 
TWENTY A 


DAY... 


VERY TRUE, JONNY. THERE YOU KNOW THAT, 
MARTHA, SS 


J MOST [ HEARD BETTY TELLING AND SHE'S A WONDERFUL 
CERTAINLY YOU | LIKE POMCTUAILITY. MEANWHILE, WOMAN, JONNY. BUT 
CAN. THAT'S ERE'S 
AND THE 
THING I HATE 
MOST ABOLT THIS 
WRETCHED CANCER 
(6 HOW LONG IT'S 
ane were 


OH, DON'T 4 
MW OFFER ME ANY 

I{ KIND PLATITUDES, 
JONNY, I KNOW 


PROBABLY 
THE BEST WIFE 


AND SHE : 
DESERVES GETTER 
, THAN ME, JONNY. 

BETTER THAN 


STOLE 
MOMENT 


IN THIRTY CAYS! 


1 CAN'T |. 
BELIEVE IT! 
I REALLY 

CAN'T! 


KURT SCHAFFENBERGER & 
PENCILS : 
ALFREDO ALCALA 
INKS 
CARRIE 6PIEGLE 


LETTERS 
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COLORING 
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MY HOME, UNTIL 
A FEW HOURS AGO, THE 
ONE, UNSHIFTING ROCK 
IN MY EXISTENCE. 


AND LOOK_AT THEM-- 
MA ANP PA KENT. 


THEY RAISED ME, AN 
he ME TO USE MY 
POWERS WISELY, FOR THE Cod 
GOOD OF ALL HUMANKING. 


"BECAUSE 
NOW J KNOW 


1... 1 SUPPOSE I'VE VV ine ANY 


LET MY AFFECTION, 0, I'VE ALWAYS 


ABOLIT DANIEL Ie 
FOROMAN. 


ANZ. SOMEHOW, 
SOMEHOW MORE 


THAN HUMAN. PA KENT 


MY PARENTS 
FARM, OUTSIDE 
SMALLVILLE, IN 
THE HEART OF 


ALL MY LIFE THEY'VE 
BEEN THERE, THEY FOUND 
THE ROCKETSHIP THAT 

BROUGHT ME TO 
EARTH. 


“HE Wag ONCE Tri 

RICH MAN_ IN ALL 

SMALLVILLE. AND WHEN bs 
CAME era 

AS A YOLING SOLDIER 


FROM WORLP WAR 


TWO... 


... JAN FORDMAN HAP A : MY SISTER HAD \/ | DONT THINK 
PROPOSITION FOR HIM, HER BROUGHT OVER ELIZA TRUSTS HER 
SORRY TO FROM FRANCE AFTER BABY BROTHER WITH 
YOUR MYSTERIOUS rAVE BEEN SO V-E DAY--TO SPY ON 
REQUEST HAD ME AWAKE SECRETIVE. ME, I THINK. 
HALF THE NIGHT, WONDERING 


FULL CONTROL OF 
THE FAMILY 
WHAT YOU WERE GOING TO 


FORTUNE. 


, ? 

YOU'LL FIND MAY q 

PROPOSITION NERY 

MUCH TO YOUR LIKING. % ‘ 
Boe HEMAID ONES Jape PT FOROMAN WAS OYING.. 

HEARING WHAT I DYING OF LUNG CANCER, 

HAVE TO SAY. i mm / 
- "AND, HE WAS MARRIED? TO THE 
WOMAN My FATHER-TO-BE LOVED 


MARTHA... SHE'S 
AL WONCEREUL GIRL, 
JONNY. BUT 


id 


= 
ay 


AANA 


ANG, SHE 
DESERVES BETTER 
yl THAIN A WALKING CORPSE 


TD wr0's 1655 OF A REAL f 
mex HUSBAND TO HER 
iv EVERY DAY. 


THAT'S MY f/f 1 WANT YOU 
PROPOSITION. TO TAKE MARTHA 
: AWAY FROM ME, 
JONNY 


A BLOCKBUSTER, N GIVEN MY 

IF EVER THERE FATHER'S UP— 

WAS ONE, BRINGING, HIS 
PURITAN 


EXPECT TO 
\ HEAR SOME 
ONE ASK 
HIM_TO 
90. 


P OUT OF AIR THEY CAN 
PROCESS. EVENTUALLY... 


ANZ MY USABLE SUPPLY  ¥ 
IS JUST ABOUT EXHAUSTED. 


"OF COURSE, HIS SISTER-IN-LAW, MY AUNT SARAH, 
REALIZED SOMETHING WAS WRONG THE MOMENT 
HE STEPPED THROUGH THE KITCHEN DOOR... 


“HE HEADED 


BACK TO THE 
FAMILY FARM, 
HEAD 


"JUST LIKE FA HAG TO, 
ALL THOSE YEARS AGO 
YEARS BEFORE I CAME 
TO EARTH. 


ER...NO. 
NO, IT WAS 
NOTHING LIKE 
THAT, SARAH. 


DID DAN 
FORDMAN 


YO! 

WANT TO GO 

BACK TO BEIN' 
A FARMER, 


EVERYTHING 
GO ALL RIGHT 


IN TOWN? 


Bravery 
RD 


~ 


LAND SAKES, 
JONNY, 1 WAS MARRIED 
TO YOUR BROTHER HARRY| 
LONG ENOUGH TO KNOW 
HOW _YOU KENTS WORK... 
AND WHEN SOMETHING'S 
ON YOUR MIND. 


FLAT OUT, THIS IS IT: YES? AND WHAT ARE 
DAN FOROMAIN WANTS ME YOU GOING TO VO 
TO TAKE MARTHA AWAY ABOUT THAT? 
THING WE COULD FROM HIM! 
HIDE FROM 
YOU. 


WHAT CAN 1 20, SAL? 
SHE'S MARRIED TO VAN, FAIR 
AND PROPER. J ADMIT I 

STILL LOVE HER... BUT... 


SEEMS TO 
y¥ ME LIKE YOU'VE 
BEEN AS GOOD AS 
HANDED THE CHANCE 
YOU WERE LOOKIN’ 
\ FOR, JONNY, 


WY SHE...SHE 
MARRIED CAN 
MA HER OWN FREE 


YOU CAN HAVE 
_  HER.! 


SOMETIMES 

YOU MEN CAN 

BE SO THICK, | 
HAVE TO WONDER 


YOU WERE FOR 4 WHOLE MARTHA 
MISSING IN YEAR, WE ALL. THOUGHT THOUGHT 
ACTION, me YOU WERE DEAD. fo) 
JONNY. HANDSOME WOMAN, 
JONNY. NO ONE KNOWS f 
THAT BETTER'N 
. YOu. 


WITH YOU 
THOUGHT DEAD, \/ _ALL THE ONES 
HALF THE YOUNG MEN ” WHO'D BEEN HEL? OFF 
IN SMALLVILLE PAIP BY THAT BLAMED 
HER COURT. UNDERSTANDING YOU 
Z\. AN’ ate ALWAYS 


—— 


my 


Ks) 


ans 


i\s 


iW) 


. THAT YOUR. 
GET MARRIED TO 


GROWING 
UP TOGETHER, 
LIKE WE (ID.,.FOLK: 
WE JUST SORT 
OF ALWAYS 
ASSUMED... 


BUT THEN 
WZ] THAT CAMN WAR 
CAME ALONG, ANP 
AN AWFUL LOT OF 
A YOUNG LIVES GOT / 
& BUSTED LF N AMONGST 


“AND 50,YOUNG JONATHAN KENT 
ff j GOT BACK IN THE FAMILY TRUCK 
AS MUCH AS ‘21g, AN? DROVE BACK DOWN THE “ WHATEVER 
1 LOVE MARTHA, : Vad | DUSTY COUNTRY ROAVS TO HIS_ INNERMOST 
I CAN'T TAKE HER | SMALLVILLE. THOUGHTS 
AWAY FROM (VAN. ‘ P - = BSI MIGHT HAVE 


JUST CAN'T. y ve - BEEN THAT DAY... 


“THEY WERE 
HIS AND HIS 
ALONE. NOT 
TO BE SHARED 
WITH OTHERS. 


NES, PU 
JUST BET YOU 
HANE . 


YOU NEVER 
WERE MUCH OF A 
ONE FOR LISTENING 
TO THE TRUTH, VANNY 

FOROMAN 


NOW, JUST 
YOU HOLD ON 
THERE, ELIZA. 


YOU MAY 
BE MY SISTER; 
BUT I'VE HEARD 
JUST ABOUT 
ENOUGH OUT 


AND YOU NEVER 
WERE MUCH OF A 
ONE FOR SEEING IT... 


wwNOT WHEN 

IT CAME TO 
MARTHA, 

ANYWAYS. 


HOW CAN YOU SAY DON'T YOU 
THAT TO ME? VON'T YOU SEE MARTHA 
SEE I'M THE ONLY ONE CLARK KNEW KIGHT 

WHO REALLY CARES 
ABOUT YOU? 


ALL. OF 'EM JUST \/ ANP ALL THAT 
INTERESTED IN MOOCHIN' TIME MARTHA'S BEEN 
OFF THE GILLY AMERICAN HERE, ELIZA, AT MY 
HEIRESS WHO WAS CRAZY _ SIPE. MAKING NO 
ENOUGH TO BELIEVE DEMANDS OF ME. 
THEIR TALES. THEN HELPING ME. 
MARRYING THAT G 

NOT 


BECAUSE SHE 
KNEW | WAS GO- 
ING TODIE. 


ALL YOU'VE 


EVER DONE |S GO 


OVER THE WORLD, 
SPENVING PAPA'S 
MONEY IN ROME 
AND PARIS AND 
LONVON... 


TAKIN: UP : 
BANONE END FENCES ay’ | 
N | x 
S BECAUSE SHE 
AND WHO KNOWS] | w\ EVER EXPECTED 
I TO INHERIT 
ANYTHING 


wae Catt ee ee Sa ELL VO NO 1 LOVE MARTHA. 

NOW. TELL HER YOU'VE _ SUCH THING! | | ALWAYS HAVE. AND 

CHANGED YOUR WILL, THAT Dee ye 

YOU'RE LEAVING EVERY- LAYING SUCH STUPIP 
THING TO THE STORE. 


SEE WHAT 
SHE SAYS 70 
THAT! 


GET OUT OF MY 
OFFICE, ELIZA. BEFORE 
I FORGET YOU'RE MY 

SISTER AND HAVE 
YOU THROWN OUT.’ 


JONNY ! 


JONNY 
KENT. OVER 
HERE’ 


ARE YOU 
A SIGHT FOR 


THANKS FOR 
THE RIDE AGAIN, 


MY PLEASURE 
MISTER KENT. YOU 
GET YOUR BUSI- 

5 ALL ONE 


ALL RIGHT, 
DANIEL. 


BUT, ' 
DON'T YOU 
THINK YOU'VE 
HEARD THE 
LAST OF 
THIS! 


IM GOING 
TO EXPOSE THAT 
CLARK WOMAN FoR 
WHAT SHE iS, YOU 
MARK MY WORPS. 


BACK TO 
STAY, T HOPE, 
EE 70M... 


1 OID. 
BUT J STILL 
GET BACK 
HOME EVERY 
NOW AN? 

AGAIN. , 


f SAL TOLD 
ME YOU'D? MOVED 
TO KANSAS 
CITY, 


EVEN IF _EVERY- 
C) THING |S TURNING OUT 
3 TO BE SO COCKEYED 
FROM HON I EXPECTED 
IT TO BE! 


DANG, YOU 
LOOK GOOD._ JONNY! 
1 WAS KIND OF 

EXPECTING... 


\/ _ AND YOU - 
NO POINT... NEVER WERE ONE 
DWELLING ON f FOR TALKIN’ ABOUT 
IT. YOUR TROUBLES. 


WB HA’ SAME 


C'MON. 
LET ME BLY 

, YO A 

SODA, 


SAY! THE LATEST 
bOOK . i65UE OF AMAZING 
HERE . WONPER STORIES.’ 


¥ 
NOT WANT TO. “XD 
TALK ABOUT THE 
STUFF WITH THE 


THE REST, CA 
MY FEET KEPT 
A ESK FOR_THE WHOLE 
WAR... 


SURE, JULIE, 
SURE. BUT THERE'S 
NOT MUCH TO TELL, 
I NEVER GOT TO PLAY 

HERO OR THE LIKE... 


WHY, JONNY % BACK HOME 


OH, YEAH,’ 
KENT! AN’ HANDSOME 


AS EVER! 


YOU REMEMBER 
BETTE BURKE, 


YOU KNOW, 

IN ALL THE TIME J 
WAS OVERSEAS, | THINK 
THESE MAGAZINES WERE 
PROBABLY ONE OF THE 
THINGS | MISSED MOST. 


SAL 


SENT MEA 


COUPLE BEFORE I GOT 
CAPTURED, MUST'VE READ &M 


A_THOUSAIND TIMES EACH... 


WELL, WHAT'S 
UP WITH YOU, BOY? 
MOST MEN IN 
SMALLVILLE'V BE JUST 
PLEASED AS PUNCH 
T'HAVE BETTE THROW 
HERSELF AT 'EM 
LIKE THAT. 


Py WAS SHE 
THROWING HERSELF. 
ESPECIALLY > 


S 


1 REMEMBER 
HER AS A... FRIENDLY 
GAL, EVEN BEFORE 
THE WAR... 


1 me 


i vA FEW HOURS LATER HE OROVE 
BACK TO THE FORDMAAN ESTATE 
ON THE ee (2s a Wea 


Tr wad = 
J IN TIME TO SEE 
DAN FORDMAN 


; pag KING ¢ : 
fe 70 eA NY 


outs be A nae 
| TRATION CAMP. 


1...HEARO YOU DIDN'T 
ANP? YOUR SISTER... WANT TO 


JACKIE TOLD TALKING, DAN, INTERRUPT. 


MEé_YOU CAME UP 
TO THE STOKE 


a IF NOU'VE 
$O'ike 10 TALK ; 
10 Ul 
hy. a Sal 


JON 
J CION'T KNOW 
| YOU WERE 
— HERE... 


I... WANT TO THANK , 
YOU AGAIN FOR BRINGING 
ME HOME, YESTERDAY. J 

KNOW 1 MAVE SUCH ‘ 
. A SCENE... 


DON'T GIVE IT 
ANOTHER THOUGHT, 
MARTHA. | WAS...GLAD 

TO BE OF HELP 


: OF COURS 
W YOU WERE. AND, 
IN FACT, THIS TIME 
I DON'T THINK WE'LL 
LET YOU GET AWAY 
WITHOUT US FEEDING 
YOU, JONNY. ” 


WARY WELL, 1 DONT N 
Miley SUPPOSE YOU G 
{FED LIKE THAT IN 
THE ARMY, EH, 
JONNY? 


HAHA. NOT 
VERY OFTEN, DAN. 
UNCLE SAM FEEDS HIS 
BOYS WELL ENOUGH, 
BUT SQUAB ISN'T 

ON HIS MENU... 


».YOU KNOW, 
IT'S FUNNY, BUT THE ONE 
DISH I MISSED MOST OF ALL... 


| DON'T THINK LS 


ANYONE'S PARTICULARLY 
INTERESTED, KENT. 


MARCUS... TELL THAT 
CLARK WOMAN WHAT YOU 
TOLD ME‘ 


ER,..WELL, I'LL 
HAVE TO USE YOUR 
TELEPHONE TO LET SAL 
KNOW I WON'T BE 

HOME, BUT... 


YOU VON'T MIND, 
MARTHA... 


YES.. iF 


SHUT UP TOO, 
DANNY! 


OF COURSE 
1 CONT, 
JONATHAN, 
10 BE 
DELIGHTED 
TO HAVE YOU 


THIS TIME YOU'LL 
HEAR THE TRUTH IF J 
HAVE TO TIE YOU DOWN 


“ MARCUS HAS 
BEEN TALKING na) 
SOME OF 


SONNS PEOPLE ee 


PEOPLE WHO KNOW 


THIS CLARK WOMAN. 


OPE! KOPF! = 


ANP THEY SAY SHE 
PIO KNOW YOU WERE SICK 
WHEN_SHE MARRIED YOU. 
SHE CID KNOW YOU WERE 
GOING TO DIE! 


ELIZA, S 
TOLD YOU_IM NOT 
INTERESTED IN ANYTHING 
YOU HAVE TO SAY ON 
THIS SUBJECT! 


YOU'VE NEVEK ’ 
APPROVED OF MARTHA, 
WITH YOUR STUFID, — 
HIGH- FALUTING 
SNOBBERY! 


SNOB! 7! Y= WELL, ATLEAST | HAVE 
YOU DARE’ GALL THE SENSE TO KNOW MY PLACE 
ME A SNOB? IN THIS COMMUNITY £ 


ANP TO KNOW 


M . 
SELVES, IF WE MEAN TO 
KEEP OUR PROPER pew 


POSITION: 


TOO=KOFF=TOO 
LATE FOR eZ 


PROMISE 
mae ME YOU'LL DO 
THAT, MARTHA, 


1 WOULD? HAVE 
: BEEN A LITTLE LESS 
AMAZING 
TO THINK THAT IF "HALFWAY" IS A TERM 
LITTLE DRAMA WITH ANY MEANING IN 
WAS PLAYED OUT HYPERSPACE, 


MOST PEOPLE 
KENT GOING ABOUT : IN SMALLVILLE 
THEIR LIVES, GROWING = HAVE NEVER 
UP, GROWING . y EVEN HEARD 
> LDER... \ OF. 


THINK OF 
PA SUFFERING THE 
DEPRIVATIONS OFA 


WHILE MY ’ ING MARRIAGE TOA 
ROCKET WAS EN q MAN SHE.DION'T 


REALLY LOVE... 
IN FACT, IF MY THEORY R ie Ni 


ANG ALL 
ABOUT THE WARP- O* ‘ THE TIME MY 
ORIVE ENGINES LITTLE ROCKETSHIP Z 
JOR-EL Aaya ad =. amt] | WAS NOWHERE, LITERALLY, ¥ 
16 ela TEA XSmA, PLUNGING THROUGH AN 
AREA OF GPACE-TIME 
THAT CAN'T BE SEEN, 
OR FELT, OR 
MEASURED, 


ao 
° 


50 auc OF WHO iF SOMEONE ELSE HAD 
X { AM, SO MUCH OF SUPER“. BEEN MY FATHER OR MOTHER, 
MAN CAME FROM THE 
f LIFE MA, ANG | pA KENT 
2 OOD 


INTERESTING TO BUT THERE'S 
SPECULATE... NO WAY WE'LL EVER €5 
KNOW, NOW, 


THERE'S ONLY 017 15... EVERYTHING 
ONE EARTH, SND | ALL RIGHT, SON? | 
ONLY ONE HISTORY vy, KNOW HOW UPSET YOU 
FOR CLARK KENT, YOU WERE WERE BY WHAT WE 

AND FOR GONE QUITE A TOLD YOU YESTERDAY, 

SUPERMAN er WHILE, CLARK, 


WELL aad 
WAS DISTURBED, 
IT'S TRUE, 


IT'S NOTHING A 
SLICE OF YOUR 


CLARK! YOU IT'S SUCH 
DON'T KNOW HOW A RELIEF 


RHUBARB. PIE PLEASED [| AM TO TO PUT IT YW WE BROUGHT 
COULON'T GO A HEAR YOU SAY ALL BEHIN? . | GUESS THATS YOU ALONG THIS 
LONG WAY uS.. l FAR. MIGHT AS 
TOWAROS WELL FINISH 
FIXING, MA. T OFF: 


(wali, 


‘les ZZ Ted 7 
(@e= 


NOT JUST 
YET, THOUGH, I'2 
My STILL LIKE TO HEAR THE 
REGT OF THE STORY. 

A HOW YOU AND PA 
FINALLY GOT 
MARRIED... 


"TWO WEEKS AFTER ne ede | 
WE LAID POOR DANIEL id "EVERYONE WAS THERE, 
IN THE GROUND, [ GOT FAMILY, FRIENDS, AND 
A SUMMONS TO COMEL ELIZA, OF COURSE, WHO'D 
TO MARCUS GARVEY'S | NEVER REALLY BEEN 


OFFICE FOR THE READ- fit = EITHER TO ME. 
ING OF THE WILL. 


MRS. FOROMAN. THIS I'LL SKIP THE 
WON'T TAKE LONG. DANIEL'S PREAMBLE, IF NO ONE 
WILL IS SHORT ANP TO OBJECTS. WE ALL KNOW 
THE POINT. WHO WROTE THIS ANP WHY. 


ALTHOUGH, } SHOULD 
LIKE TO POINT OUT DANIEL 
SAW FIT TO HAVE A BIGCITY 
LAWYER DRAW UP THIS 
DOCUMENT, 50 THIS |S THE 
FIRST TIME EVEN I'VE 


SEEN IT, «A PARCEL OF 


HE BEGINS THE LAND... TEN ACRES IN 


BEQUESTS BY SAYIN' ALL...BECAUSE SHE 
HOW ALL THIS DIVISION OF ONCE SAID SHE 


PROPERTY |5 AT THE REQU LIKED IT’ 
OF HIS NEW WIPE, THE FOR- 
Y MER MARTHA CLARK... 


Cd 


TOHIS SISTER, ELIZA, 
DANIEL LEAVES A TRUST FUND 
OF ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND COLLARS, 
TO BE PAID TO HER AS SHE NEEDS IT, 
PRESUMING HER HUSBAND, REMAINS 
INCAPABLE OF FINDING GAINFUL 
EMPLOYMENT. 


THE REST OF THE EXCEPT FOR BLESS NO, 1 
ESTATE GOES TO THE THE LAND HE MUST © YOU, CANIEL. } PON'T BELIEVE 


STORE ! HAVE PUT THAT IN (TS MORE IT! 
AFTER, AS A SUR- THAN | EVER 
PRISE FOR ME. @ 


NO, ELIZA. 
THERE'S ONLY 
TREES AND 


OH, YOU 
HEARD ABOUT 
THAT, DID YOU, 

MA'AM? 


1 SAID A FOND FAREWELL 
TO THE CHAUFFEUR, MY ONLY 
REAL FRIEND IN THE FOROMAN 


GOOD BYE, 
JAMES. 1,..HOPE 
YOU'LL BE HAPPY 

IN YOUR NEW 


YES, 1 TURNE 
IN MY RESIGNATION 
AS SOON AS I HEARD 
YOU WOULON'T BE 
STAYING ON. 


"CONTENT IN MY LITTLE 
BEQUEST FROM DANIEL 
CONTENT TO BE LEAVING by 
BEHIND THE BICKERING 
REMAINS OF THE 
FORDMAN FAMILY 


LET MIZ 
‘LIZA LEAKN 
TO DRIVE FOR 
HERSELF, | SAY, 


Aig 


"THE CAR DROVE AWAY. FOR 
A MOMENT IT SEEMED AS 


J NEVER HAD ANYTHING MORE TO 00 
WITH THE FORDMANS, EXCEPT TOGO 
OUT TO VANIEL'S GRAVE ONCE A MONTH 
ANP PUT FRESH FLOWERS OUT pre 
IM. 


SIX MONTHS N\ 
LATER YOUR FA 
FINALLY GOT 
AROUND TO POP. 
PIN' THE QUESTION 
AND SIX MONTHS 


IF THE WHOLE 6TREET WAS 
EMPTY., , 


AND, AS FAR AS I'VE 
BEEN CONCERNED, THE DAY 
J MARRIED YOUR FA WAS 
THE DAY MY LIFE REALLY 

STARTED. 


IN THAT TIME 


ME A WHOLE 
LIFE. 


I KNOW 
THIS IS PAINFUL, BUT 
YOU NEVER HAD ANY 
CHILDREN, NATURAL 
CHILDREN, 4 


"BUT AFTER WE 
LOST OUR THIRD 
BABY, OL' DOC 
WHITNEY TOL? 
US IT WOULDN'T 
BE SAFE FOR YOUR 
MA TO TRY HAVIN’ 

ANY MORE BABIES. 


.. .BUT IF YOU REALLY WANT THAT'S... 
CHILPREN $0 BADLY, THERE ARE LOTS SOMETHING WE'LL 
OF BABIES TO BE ADOPTED. I COULD : NEED TO THINK ON 
GET YOU THE FORMS, HELP YOU lis AWHILE, DOC. 
FILL THEM OUT... f MARTHA AN? 


ME,,.WELL, WE KNOW 
THERE'S LOTS OF LITTLE 
TYKES OUT THERE WHO 
NEED SOMEONE TO 

TAKE CARE OF THEM, 

BUT... 


WELL, LIKE 


I SAY, WE NEEP 
TO ie ON 
IT. 


< 


vy 


WELL, CON'T : Ma | KNEW DOC WHITNEY WAS 
THINK TOO ~~ PROBABLY RIGHT, THAT ADOPTION 
ONG. > “mem WAS THE ONLY ANSWER. 


L 
a it 


"BUT J COULD 
TELL YOUR MA 
WASN'T IN ANY ff 
MOO? TO TALK BD 
YOU'RE BOTH FINE, ABOUT IT JUSTE | 
GOOD PEOPLE. YOU'D MAKE AT THAT TIME. F | 
THE BEST KINO OF PARENTS, | 


KNOW. Lust THe SORT oe PARENT 7 £ , 
NY CHILD WOU ROU = /- 
TO CALL HIS. aa”. 


"50, WE HEADED ON HOME TO SMALLVILLE 
AND THE FARM, OVER THE YEARS MY OWN 
PA HA? PAESED ON. SARAH HAD GONE FF 
TO LIVE WITH HER SISTER WHEN MA AN’ 


ME GOT HITCHED. em 
sie || 227 


— 


"WE WERE OLIT 


SENT WEY LG A ASS GT SNE SES ANY ASE 
(49 AG, GS Bsn DD Hos Hs itty Mito Ly Sites Mie: Mss 


LE 


WHAT IN“ 


| 


JO\NN FAST OVER 
SMALL COUNTY, 


IT'S SOME 
KIN? OF LITTLE 


AL 


MA ! 
STAY CLEAR: 
BUT...LOOK, 
JONATHAN. THERE'S 
SOMETHING INSIDE! 


Y” OH! OHHH, 
JONATHAN / 


Son @ 

« Aw ay 

\ \ \ s 7 iw 
WZ 


d SS 
-. 


Pi WWM MA LO OL Vl 
ZA"WE JUMPED IN THE TRUCK 

A AND HEAVED OUT TO THE FIELD & 
j Mies THAT FLASH OF LIGHT 


YW) A THAT ROCKETSHIP. 
Cg yy WH 


Yi, 


WELL, THEY'VE BEEN 
SENOIN' DOGS ANP MONKEYS 
UP INTO ae THIS 


THAT'S FUNNY... . 
IT'S COOL TO THE TOUCH, 
I READ THEY GET AWFUL 
\ HOT WHEN... 


7 THOSE,..THOSE: MONSTERS! ¥ 
WM THEY PUT A POOR LITTLE BaBy © 
INTO A ROCKET- SHIP! 


YY) A 


AND THEN, “@ 
ae THEY SHOT HIM WN 
GA OFF TO THE MOON 
A OR SOMEWHERES! 
\ WHAT .KINO OF 
PEOPLE ARE 


NOW...YOU BE OH, NOW YOU HUSH, ANU JM GOING TO WY ... WELL, THEY'RE 
CAREFUL, MARTHA! WY] JONATHAN KENT! YOU'VE MAKE SURE THAT WHOEVER "NEVER GOING TO GET 
WE DON'T KNOW BEEN READING TOO MANY OF THE MONSTERS WERE WHO THEIR HANDS ON HIM 
THIS BABY CAME . THOSE SCIENCE-FICTION SHOT HIM UP IN THAT 
FROM EARTH! HE MAGAZINES: — 

COULD BE SOME - ‘ 
KINO OF... 

MARTIAN / 


BUT, OF COURSE, IT WAS ALREADY TOO LATE. & Ae ib GUT IT WOLD BE A 
YOU'RE MA WANTED THAT BABY--WANTED YOU--AND | f= 1 | WHILE BEFORE ANYONE ELSE 
EVEN IF I'D? WANTED 70, THERE'S NO WAY I COULD'VE =e IN SMALLVILLE FOUND OUT 
TALKED HER. OLIT OF IT. : t : 


ABOUT OUR LITTLE STRANGER. 
"BY THE TIME WE GOT 
HOME, WE'? EVEN 
my NAMED YOU. Do 


>. 
"WE BARELY MADE IT BACK TO 
THE HOUSE BEFORE THAT STORM 
CLAMPED DOWN TIGHT... 


wee PoP Beg"'T WAS NIGH ON FIVE MONTHS BEFORE BEA 
eZ CAA THAT MONSTER FINALLY BLEW ITSELF [pire 
EA : OUT AND WE MANAGED TO GET BACK (ees 
INTO TOWN, = 


BZ 


a « 


THAT TIME WE SUST SAT TIGHT 
PARM, AND, OF COURSE, THAT 
THE TIME TO THINK UP A STORY.,, 


"IT WAS YOUR MA'S IDEA, : 
MOSTLY. BY THE TIME WE "S0,WE JUST TOLD WELL, I DON'T RECKON THERE'S 
WERE ABLE TO GET INTO EVERYONE THAT'S EVER BEEN TWO PROUDER 
TOWN AGAIN YOU WERE WHAT_HAV HAP- - PARENTS THAN WE WERE, CLARK, Fs 
JUST ABOUT AS BIG AS PENED. AND THEY 

YOU'D HAVE BEEN IF YOU'D ACCEPTED LITTLE 

BEEN BORN JUST A FEW CLARK KENT, NO 


MONTHS INTO THE STORM... QUESTIONS ASKED. 


"WE USED TO MAKE 
UNNECESSARY TRIPS 
Ey INTO SMALLVILLE, 
JUST 50'S WE COULD 
PARADE YOU UP AN’ 
ae . FOR FOLKS 


[DR Wine 


Gainey KeARD — = 
ABOUT THE eal 
NEW BABY. 


"WE TRIED TO PUT OFF SEEIN' 
HIM, BUT HE WAS INSISTENT. 
FINALLY YOUR MA AND ME 
RELENTE? AND TOOK YOU IN 
TO HIS OFFICE. 


HES A YOU_ SHOULD "l WAS SURPRISED THAT 
4 BEAUTIFUL BE RIGHT PROUD HE ACCEPTED YOU SO EASILY. 
"HE PRONOUNCED Z BOY, JONATHAN, OF HIM. HE WAS THE ONE MAN IN 

YOU FIT AND MARTHA. ALL SMALLVILLE I DION'T 
FINE, EXPECT OUR STORY TO FOOL." 
COMPLETELY 


PT CLEAN BILL OF 
HEALTH. 


Y CON'T WORRY, 
JONATHAN. 


OF COLIRSE, A 
THERE WAS A TERRIBLE 
REABON FOR REASON. 


7 HELLO, CLARK. 
MAISIE NAGEL TOL? 
YOU ME SHE'D SEEN YOU IN 
HAVEN'T GIVEN TOWN, AT THE 
AWAY CLARK'S 
BIGGEST 
ECRET. 
\ A WHILE. 


YES. I'M... SORRY I MEANT TO 
ABOUT THAT, LANA. . DROP IN ON YOU AGAIN, 
SINCE a OUT 


BUT, BEING 
BOTH CLARK KENT CLARK. YOU KNO 
AIND SUPERMAN IS = 1 ALWAYS HAVE, 
A FULL TIME JOB. EXCEPT FOR THAT 


LIKE PA'S YOU'RE STILL 
ALWAYS SAID ABOUT THE BEST FRIEND I'VE 
NO_NEED HIS TERRIBLE: TIME IN EVER HAD, LANA. NO 
TO GO INTO THAT E WAR, IT'S ALL MATTER WHAT THE 
NOW, LANA. BEHIND US NOW. MANHUNTERS MIGHT 
ie ee YOu 


‘a 
Kl 


A 


alll 


TTumnn TT) « Ee: WORLD ALL / CG mare 
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OKAY, DON'T 
NOBOOY MOVE’ 
THIS (65 AHOLD 
UP! * 


E PEOPLE, 
THERE'S NO WAY 
FOR ME TO CHANGE 

TO SUPERMAN! 
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OKAY, NOW, J THINK 
EVERYBODY KNOWS HOW 
TO ALAY THIS, 
RIGHT? 


CLEAN OUT TH' CASH 
DRAWERS WHILE I MAKE SURE 
NONE A’ THESE GUYS WANDERS 

TOO CLOSE T'THE 

BUTTON... 


r MEY! LOOKIT 
WHAT WE GOT 
HERE! 


IF (T AIN'T THE 
WORLO FAMOUS CLARK 
KENT! WHATCHA DOIN' 
BACK IN SMALLVILLE 

BIG MAN? 


1 DON'T RECOGNI id 
THE VOICE, AND I CAN'T FOCUS ~ 
MY XRAY VW/S/IN/ FINELY ENOUGH TO 
SEE THROUGH JUST HIS MASK... 


EVERYBODY 
DOWN ON YER KNEES. 
PRONTO! 


OUT FROM 
BEHIND THAT 
DESK, AN' INTO 

RONT. 


Bu 
C(MITATIONS OF ONE 
OF MY WISION POWERS 
DOESN'T PREVENT ME 
USING AWOTHER... 


LIKE MY 
HEAT VISION, 
FOR INSTANCE... 


Eye0W. 7 HEY! WHAT 
GIVES WITH MY BRA. Too: 
GUN?!7 ALLUVA 
SUPDEN IT'S 
RED HOT!) 


Wi Ze 
qL 


— 
= 
~ 


v, 

OKAY, THATS “\_7° SO THERE'S NO 

QISARMEO THESE 2 
PUNKS... 


2 (AS 
= 


TH’ JOINT'S 
AAUNTED!! 


» ALL UNDER DROP _THE MONEY _ \q 
ARREST! AND PUT YOUR HANDS & 
OVER YOUR HEADS ! 


1 DON'T BELIEVE \/_|S5 EVERYONE ALL he THAT PUNK SPOKE 
IT! WE HAD IT ALL RIGHT? WE'VE SENT AS IF HE AWEW ME, BUT 
HGURED. .. FOR THE MEDICS... EVEN WITHOUT HIS SKI- 


MASK, J DIDN'T 
RECOGNIZE HM, ‘js CLARK 


SMALLVILLE'S 
MOST FAMOUS 
NATIVE SON. 


= 
ty 
11% 
YOU'RE 


YES, I 

; THOUGH, AFTER GUESS EVERYONE 

ALL THE YEARS OF __\VS QUieT AGAIN 
GROWING UP HERE, NOW. 


ALMOST AS WELL A 
KNOWN AS« 


BUT THEN, J GUESS \ 
IT COESN'T TAKE ALL THAT SOMEHOW 
MUCH TO BE OUT OF THE THAT'S THE WAKDEST 
OROINARY IN A QUIET LITTLE THING TO BELIEVE 
\ PLACE LIKE SMALLVILLE. OUT OF ALL OF IT. (4] 


] MEAN, TO THINK THAT W RIGHT TOUCHING BUT THEY THEIR EVIL 
50 MUCH AWKULNESS © UNDER OuR ON ARE, LANA, 

COULO HAVE BEEN NOSES, ALL 

HAPPENING HERE, TH 

RIGHT HERE IN 

SMALLVILLE, 


NO. NO ILL EFFECTS ON 
AT ALL, REALLY. WHEN THE 
MANHUWWNTER INFLUENCE 
WAS REMOVED IT WAS AL- 
MOST AS IF SOMEBODY 
FLIPPED A SWITCH, 


ONE MOMENT I WAS 
COMPLETELY BRAINWASHES, 
gi SERVING THEM BLINOLY, TRYING 
te TO CESTKOY YOU, DESTROY 
SUPERMAN... 


AND THE 
NEXT MOMENT 1 
WAS FREE. 
INCREDIBLE 


THAT_IT SHOULD 
END LIKE 


IT'S HARD_TO 
COMPREHEND THAT ARE GONE, MAYBE 
IT'S OVER NOW. FOREVER. 


"ESPECIALLY AFT - gaa” i} => 4 IN FACT, THE DAY IT STARTED WAS 

HAVING GONE ON a,’ — } — Wr THE DAY MY FOLKS BROUGHT ME 

FOR $0 LONG... | f HOME FROM THE HOSPITAL. THOMAS 
AND CAROL LANG. MY PARENTS, 


SOW UE Ze 

"FUNNY, TOO, TO THINK "IF YOUR MA_AND PA HADN'T BEEN 
THAT THEY MUST'VE OUT, RETRIEVING NOU FROM YOUR 
DRIVEN A1GHT BY ROCKETSHUIF, LEAVING THE 
YOUR FOLKS HOUSE. HOUSE BARK... 


AN we 


ps es. 
Y MIGHT EVEN HAVE 
EO MM ON THEIR WAY HOME... (=——S—— 


ee ee a | 
jr NC TT | Es 


“AND THEN... ® 
/T NEVER ; ig LE ai | Ze h. 
fm WOULD HAVE } i , 1 "A BRIGHT, BRIGHT LIGHT. 


\rewpmapy 
st 


“GOMETIMES... 
SOMETIMES 1 
ALMOST THINK 
1 CAN 
REMEMBER 
SOME OF IT. 


"AND AN AWFUL RVPPING 
NOISE THAT MUST HAVE 
BEEN THE CAR DOOR BE- 
ING WRENCHED FROM 


"AND THEN ANOTHER 
SOUND. A MORE 
J TERRIBLE SOUND, 


‘MY MOTHER 
SCREAMING... 


"YOU'VE TOLD ME 
WHAT MUST HAVE 
HAPPENEP NEXT. 


"LEAVING ME ON THE COLD STEEL 

DECK. FRIGHTENED, UNCOMPREHENDING. 
‘ PANDOF NO 

INTEREST 
\\ TO THEM... 


/, 
j/) 


LeE— 


ii 


AVOIOING 
THINKING 


"UNDERSTANP WHAT 7 
WAS GOME TO THEM... E , 


WE MUST NOT 
ALLOW TH POSGEIBILITY, 


BUT THERE 
MUST BE BOME 
OTHER APPR 
WE CAN ‘TAKE. 


J 


y, 
dred 


—w 


Ue 


"AND 60 I WAS 
BROUGHT FROM 
THE LANDING DECK. 


[ WAS HUMANS ARE 
APRAIP OF NOTORIOUSLY RESISTANT 
THIG. 4 TO SUCH MIAO CONTROL. 

RB THEIR NATURAL WILLS ARE 
PD, AMONGST THE STRONGEST 
IN THE GALAXY. 


THERE ISONE Vo THERE WAS AN 


INFANT HUMAN WITH 
THE SELECTED SUBJECTS. 


SD 
LY REMEM GER 


THE SUDDEN, SEARING Aaay 
AG THE CONTROL UM/F WAS 
INSERTED INTO MY SPINAL 
COLUMN? 


"90 I REAL 


AS 
HOW I FELT AFTER YOU PIEEE OF MY 
REMOVED /7, 


"REMEMBER HOW THE FALSE 
DOCTOR WHITNEY, THE MANHUNTER 
AGENT, EXPLAINED IT TO ME, WHEN 
HE THOUGHT 1 WAS HIS HELPLESS 
CAPTIVE...” 


ONCE YOU UNDERSTAND 
THE SCOPE OF THE PLAN, YOU 
WILL COME TO SEE HOW PUTHE 
IT |§ TO STAND AGAINST 
THE MANAHUNTERS / 


PLA 
04 


IT'S IWCRECIBLE 
TO THINK I SPENT SO 
MANY YEARS AS AN 
UNWITTING AAWA/ OF 
THE MANHUNTERS. 


COULD CRAFT A 
SCHEME OF SUCH 
; COMPLEXITY... 


"IT ALL BEGINS, IN 
FACT, ON YOUK 


"THERE WERE MANHUNTERS 
ON KRYPTON.. HIDING... 
WATCHING IN PARTICULAR 
A MAN CALLEV JOK-EL. 


"YOUR BIOLOGICAL FATHER... HE'V 
DISCOVERED KRYPTON WAS BOOMEC. 
THE MANHUNTERS LEARNED OF HIS 
PLAN TO SEND YOU TO EARTH BEFORE 
KRYPTON WAS DESTROYER 


A ’ 


q ihe 


*..BUT OTHERS WERE 
ALSO AWARE OF THE 
EVENTS TRANSPIRING 
S50 RAPIDLY IN DEEPEST 
SPACE." 


“i 


YOURSELVES, MY 
FELLOW GREEA/ 
CANTERAKS/ 


YYZ _ 


“BUT FA 
THEY DID. 


7 


"FOR MANY MONTHS 
WE STAYED IN ORBIT, 
PLANNING, UNTIL ALL 


“AN SO, WITHIN A MATTER OF HOURS 
A STRANGER CAME TO R HOUSE IN 
SMALLVILLE..." ram 


"THUS, FOR NEARLY THIRTY YEAS WE LIVED AND 
WORKED IN SMALLVILLE..." 
THANK YOU, DOCTOR. 


I KNEW I'D BE IN SAFE 
HANDS WITH YAY, 


AND SO, WITH A WAS SUBJECTED 
MANHUNTER POSING AS — TO THE SAME SPECIAL 
KINDLY, OLD GOC WHITNEY, “TREATMENT” I 
VIRTUALLY EVERY BABY, RECEIVED. 

BORN IN SMALLVILLE : 
IN THE LAST THIRTY 
YEARS OR SO... 


—— 


LUCKILY THE THEY ALLOWED A THERE ARE 
MANHUNTERS PLANTED OF YOU TO CONTINUE IN INFLUENCE GOWE NOW, ONLY SOME SMALL 
THE SEEDS OF THEIR YOUR NORMAL LIVES, IM STILL ACMIQST THE GAPS IN MY 

EXCEPT WHEN YOU WERE MEMORY. 


I GUESS THE THING YY ITS HARP TO 
1 STILL HAVE THE BELIEVE ANY IWTELL/- 
MOST DIFFICULT GENT BEING-BVEN A 
TIME ACCEPTING |S KOGEOT-- COLULO SHOW 
THE AWFULNESS SUCH UTTER D/SREOAKO 
OF IT ALL. FOR THE SANCTITY 
OF A PERSON'S 
LIFE AND MING 


IT MAY BE ALL 
FOR THE BES7, IN FACT, 


S 


ea ALA > = 
"CAREFULLY MANUFACTURING 
SF AN “ACCIDENT” TO COVER 
Zl THEIR DEATHS... : 
"WHY, THE FACT I LIVED 


THROUGH THAT "WRECK" 
EVEN MADE THE AATIOMAC 
NEWS!" § 


Las 
nw 


\ 


ANY RS , 
iN’ UNNI N 


RA 


"SHE MOVED BACK 
DOWN FROM 
KANSAS CITY, 
MOVED INTO. MY 
FOLK'S HOUSE... 


G= STAD FA 
f SHE NEVER A 
if av 


] "AND THEN CAME THE FIRST YOU! YOU CAN 
DAY OF SCHOOL, AND YOU BE MY BOY- 
7 | MET OFFICIALLY... FRIENC! 


"T THINK THAT'S PART OF WHAT 
BOTHERS ME THE MQS57 ABOUT 


MUCH OF THE FEEL/NGS I'VE 
HAD FOR YOU FROM THE VERY 
BEGINNING ERE GEA... 


"BUT I NEVER 
WANTED FOR 
ANYTHING, 


"BUT AFTER A 
4 WHILE... WELL, 
WE BECAME 
REAL CLOSE. 
a 


"ANDO HOW MUCH WAS PART OF 
THE BRAINWASHING DONE TO 
ME BY THE MANHUNTERS. 


“HOW MUCH WAS 
INOUCE? BY THEM, 
50 I'D STAY CLOSE 
TO YOU, READY 
FOR WHEN THEY 
SUMMONED ME. 


fon IN 
nw! {wll | 


“THINGS. OF WHICH 
[ WAS, AT LEAST 
CONSCIOUSLY, 
UNAWARE... 


"AND YOU ANU I GREW UP... 


"SHARING 
MOMENTS, 
SECRETS... 


"WHILE THE GREATEST SECRET OF 
ALL CONTINUED TO BE PLAYED 
OUT WITH (TS TERRIBLE CLOCK. 
WORK REGULARITY. 


“AS THE WHITNEY 
MANHUNTER HIM- 
SELF WAS MOVIFIED 
SUBTLY, TO IMITATE 
HUMAN AGING. 


"WAS IT ONLY THE MANHUNTER INFLUENCE 
THAT KEPT US SO CLOSE, CLARK ? 


"WHY, BY THE TIME THE 
314 OF HIGH SCHOOL 

H ROLLED AROUND, HALF 
OF @MALLVILLE WAS 
CONVINCE? WE'D MARRY 
SOMEPAY, YOU ANC I. 


MB UNTIL THAT NIGHT 
Im YOU CAME KNOCKING 
I ON OUR KITCHEN 00K... 


CLARK! 
WHAT'S THE 
MATTER? 


"l GUESS YOU MUST 
REMEMBER THAT DAY 7 
AS WELL AS | 00, CLARK. 
WE'VE TALKED ABOUT IT 
BEFORE. - 


= 


Whe 


tz 
Sa ee = 
ee. Cine * 

"AND AS WE WALKED TOGETHER 


UNDER THAT BIG, BRIGHT MOON, 
YOU KNOW I HALF EXPECTED YOU 


Pe THERE'S A GREAT 
Y BIG WORLD OUT THERE, 


IN SAFE, SNUG LITTLE 
SMALLVILLE. 


» “ 


4 N 

"FOR ALL INTENTS AND pl 
PURPOSES HIGH SCHOOL 

- ar QVER... \ 
2 l' Zan i 


THANKS, 
Miz LANG... 


"THAT AFTERNOON 


YOU'D? WON THE BIG 
GAME AGAINST GRAN- 
VILLE HIGH ALMOST 
SINGLE HANCED. 


| \ 


REAT 


SAG 
Y LANA. A WORLD WE'VE BARELY © WORLD BUT IT'S ALSO 
\ BEGUN TO GUESS AT, HERE A CRUEL \NORLD. THERE 
\ ARE... GAP THINGS 
OUT THERE, EV/C 


THINGS THAT 


MAYBE THE PEOPLE 


LANA, IF HE'S THE 
RIGHT MAN. 


; BuT 
BUT, CLARK... WHAT CAN 
1 MEAN, YOU'RE A YOU 00? 
TERRIFIC ATHLETE, 
AN? SMART AS 
A WHIP... 
a 


NOBODY ELSE OA 
EARTH CAN DO. 


ea] “y CLARK 
denn Tre BO 
NEXT COOR. THE 
BOY 1 WAS MAYaE 


| GOING TO MARRY. | 


BUT... THE 
BEST WAY [ CAN 
SHOW YOU... 


"YOU WEREN'T SOME 
MASKED HERO OF | 
DECADES BEFORE. 


"AND YET, SUDDENLY, 
YOU Ween? YOu 
WEREN'T ANYONE 
WHO COULD FIT INTO 
THE PATTERN OF MY 
NORMAL LITTLE LIFE... 


“NOT ANY YET, J 
MORE. NOT REMEMBER... 
"WE FLEW LOW ENOUGH femme FOR A CONG 
WE MUST'VE PASSED iim } TIME. 
THROUGH EVERY RADAR BM 4 ¥ 
SCAN ON EARTH. 


"SOMETIMES I'VE , 


IT'S 
WONDERED WHAT ONBELIEVABLE 
THAT L/P MIGHT PROFESSOR: 
HAVE MEANT TO 


ANYONE WHO SAW IT. 


)). 


IF | READ 
THIS RIGHT THAT'S 
ae AFALYING 


"JILL NEVER KNOW 
WHAT MIGHT HAVE 
BEEN THOUGHT OR 


"WE FLEW ALL THE WAY AROUND THE 
WORLD. WE STOPPED OFF ONCE OR TWICE 


$0 YOU COULD DEMONSTRATE SOME 
OF YOUR OFAIER? POWERS. 


"ANO THEN YOU 


"AND IT SEEMED AS 
fT IF ALL MY LIFE WAS 


COMING UNOONE, 


"I'VE TRIED TO DESCRIBE 
THE FAM I FELT THEN... 


"BUT 1 COULON'T 
EVEN BEGIN 70. 


a\ 


"YOU SHOWED ME A WORLD 
1'9 ONLY OREAMEP ABOUT. 
A WORLD OF WOMDER... 


1 "ANO ALMOST AS SOON 
1 AS | REALIZED SUCH A 


YOU HAV CHOSEN FOR YOURGELF 


WOULD LEAVE NO SPACE FOR 
LANA LANG AND A LIFE IN SMALL- 


a on a © 


Sexsc—— 
"MY RESPONSIBILITY THEN 
WAS TO REPORT. 


"REPORT TO THE MANHUNTERS 
WHAT I'P? LEARNEY? OF THE 
NEW PIRECTION IN THE LIFE 
OF CLARK KENT. 


SSS 
ih "| REALIZED SOMETHING 
ELSE, THOUGH IT WAS NOT 


] A CONSCIOUS REALIZATION. 
“io {i 


"THE PROGRAMMING OF MY 
MANHUNTER MASTERS TOL? 
ME WHAT I MUST 7O NEAT. 


"J WONZER WHAT AUNT HELEN 

THOUGHT, IF SHE SAW ME WANDER: 

ING OFF TOWARPS THAT DARKENED 
FIELD BEHIND THE HOUSE” 


"J REMEMBER NOW 
HOW O/STURGEO 

WHITNEY WAS BY 

THE NEWS. 


“OUT OF SMALL- 
VILLE, YOU 
MIGHT SLIP ' 


FROM THE MAN- 

HUNTER'S GRASP. [7 

VIL (fff ] 
DY lt a OF ay = 


fabeed | | Ju] yf 


"HE TOLO THEM WHAT 
THEY HAP TO VO... 


t 
hin 


THEY WERE . 
TO GO OUT INTO WHITNEY 
THE WORLD, AWAY ASSIGNED THEM 
FROM SMALLVILLE. VARIOUS CITIES, VARIOUS 


vale JOBS TO SEEK, 
—o 


HE ORDERED 
SOME TO SETTLE, 
TO MARRY, TO CREATE 
FAMILIES AS COVERS 
FOR THEIR MANHUNTER 


ACTIVITIES. 
HE ORDERED 

OTHERS TO BECOME 
ORIFTERS, EVEN 
CRIMINALS, $0 

THAT ALL LEVELS 

OF 6OCIETY COULD 

BE MONITOREP FO 
- aig 7 OF 


Ill 


= 


ll 
a ~ 


16...EVERYTHING \ ( WE'VE BEEN 


IT'S WARD TO % HARD TO BEAR ~ 
UNDEROTANE THE FACT THAT ALL \ee %a) ALL RIGHT? LANA, TALKING, 
EVEN NOW, MY FRIENDS WERE Att HONEY, NOU LOOK... J MA, 


TALKING ABOUT ANP... WHAT 1 RECKON IT'LL THERE'S NOT , ITS A TERRIBLE 
ANHUNTERS, 1 VID TO LANA. BE ALONG TIME BEEN A DAY GONE BY GUROEN, KNOW- 
ABOUT WHAT THEY WITHOUT) EVEN BEFORE WE CAN _ SINCE IT ALL CAME OUT ING $0 MUCH OF 
VI? TO LANA AND AX MEANING TO. FORGET \NHAT THAT YOUR 24 AND ME IT HAPPENED 
THE OTHERS. . HAPPENED CLARK, — HAVEN'T THOUGHT ABOUT BECAUSE OF 
' bd ; IT... TALKE? ABOUT IT. WHAT We 


WY 


YOU MUSTN'T H Ih IV iTS GOOC OF 
TALK LIKE THAT. A R RIA YOU TO SAY THAT, 
WHAT YOU VI? I) LANA, HONEY. 

COST US ALL 

ALOT... 
BLIT IT ALSO 
GAVE THE WORLD 
SUPERMAK! 


_ ' 


Z =} ES Gy) 
hd 


AND NO ONE COULD 'S WHY I 
EVER HAVE HAD A BETTER — WANT SO MUCH FOR 
FRIENO,..A BETTER FAMILY, — IT ALL TO BE 


THAT'S WHY J 
CAN'T BEAR TO THINK 
ITS ALL SOME LEFTOVER 
FROM WHAT THE MAN- 
panda DID TO 


I DON'T SEE HOW ) "| DON'T SEE AS 


PROGRAMMED NOU 
—— —— ) WITH THOSE 
FOLK... EMOTIONS. 


IT COULP BE, | : é HOW THEY COULD'VE... 
_ LANA. 


Lz, 


BUT THEY ' = 
WERE JUST ZZ ey 
MACHINES. HHGWEAY, ATUVATWY 


YW JONATHAN AND 1 
WOULD BE HARD PUT TO 
REGRET A SINGLE DAY 

OF THE TIME WE'VE 
HAD WITH CLARK. 


"7 NO PARENTS 
COULD EVER 
HAVE HAD A 


YOU'VE ALWAYS % 
BEEN 50 (MPORTANT 
TO US, NOT JUST AS 

CLARK'S FRIENP... 


YOU SAID, LIKE 


ONE OF THE 
FAMILY. 


WA \ WW 


“WHY, J STILL REMEMBER 
TER: 


PA, IT'® GONE 
'{ FOUR OCLOCK! WHO 


ALL HER CL 


y OTHES 
LEFT BEHIND, ‘CEPT. 
THE ONES SHE WAS 

(EMRING. 


UNTIL SHE'S BEEN 
GONE FOR OVER 
TWENTY - FOU 


“BUT _1ANOW SOMETHING 
TERRIBLE HAS HAPPENED 

| | TO HER, MARTHA. J JUST 
KNOW IT. 


4 
\ 


‘A mT Ji 
id i Wi ; 
J 


‘CNR 
. a iu 


SEY, READ ALL 
RPS ABOUT 17’ MYSTERY 


Wy SUPERMAN SAVES 
NS { 4 
WS f ( 5 


FEATURING CHARACTERS 
CREATED BY 
JERRY SIEGEL & JOE SHUSTER 


“ALL MY LIFE I'O THOUGHT 
THAT WAS ALL 1 WAS: A 
GIRL FROM A SMALL 
TOWN IN KAMSAS. 


JOHN BYRNE KURT SCHAFFENBERGER 
WRITER PENCILLER 
ALFREVO ALCALA + CARRIE SPIEGLE - PETRA SCOTESE 
INKER LETTEKER COLORIST 
‘ RENEE WITTERSTAETTER MIKE CARLIN 
Wye! ASSISTANT EPITOR EDITOR 


WORLD OF SMALLVILLE 4 Published monthly and Copyright 1988 by DC Comics Inc , 666 Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10103. All Rights Reserved. The 
stories, characters and incidents mentioned in this magazine are entirely fictional All characters featured in this issue and the distinctive likenesses thereof are 
trademarks of DC Comics Inc. Advertising Representative: Print Advertising Representatives Inc . 355 Lexington Avenue, New York, NY 10017. (212) 391-1400. 


Printed in U.S.A 

DC Comics Inc. A Warner Communications Company iw) 
DC Comics inc. Tern Cunningham. Mgr -Editorial Admin Joe Orlando, Vice Pres -Creative Director 
Jenette Kann. President and Publisher Pat Bastienne. Mgr -Editorial Coordinator Bruce Bristow. Marketing Director 
Dick Giordano, Vice Pres -Executive Editor Bob Rozakis, Production Director Matthew Ragone. Circulation Director 


R-chard Bruning Art Director Paul Levitz. Executive Vice President | Patrick Caldon Cantroier 


"FOR ONE THING, | "PERHAPS THE GREATEST 
KNEW A SECRET. SECKET IN THE KOLO 


MYSTERIOUS 
SAVES Space’ ERMAN 


“THE SECRET OF 
SUPERMAN'S QUAL 
WENTITY. 
g . 2 
"I WAS A LONG WAY FROM y 4 
SMALLVILLE, THE CAY THE y 
OF THE WORLD ‘ 


“AND NOT QE 
IMONG THEM 


A 
KNEW WHAT £ 
KNEW. 


“ELEVEN MILLION PEOPLE, 
ALL TALKING A 
SAME TH 


HE CAME THE CENTER 
| BECAUSE IT'S THE OF THE WORLP. 
BIGGEST CITY IN 
THE WORLP. 


4 “WITH THE NEWSPAPER STILL 
IN MY HANDS J WANDERED, 
4] UP ONE GLASS AND STEEL 
am 7 


+ 


CAILY 
PLANET 
BUILOING! 
S, 


/ 


\ 


"ON. 


iain 


"EVEN IN LITTLE OUT-OF-THE- 
WAY SMALLVILLE, WE KNOW 
THAT NAME, DON'T WE? 
WE KNEW IT LONG BEFORE 
OUR MOST FAMOUS SOW 
BECAME ITS STAR REPORTER. 


"A PAPER WHOSE 

tEAOC STORY RAN 

ABOVE THE BYLINE 
A WOMAN 


OF AW 
NAMED £Ok5 LANE. 


“I THOUGHT THEN IT MIGHT 
(EA TO FIN? THIS WOMAN. 


hY 


“ QON'T KNOW WHATEVER MATE | 
ME BELIEVE I MIGHT BE THE 
ONLY ONE WITH THAT THOUGHT. 


oN 


? —<— 
} COULW SHE THE mene LER hes TZ "J COULD S@E THE REPORTERS, U7 
austie OF THE ee THE COPY BOYS, THE GOPHERS... F 
I’ hh 


ik 


\ j 1 "ANC IN THEIR MIPST THE "BUT BETWEEN THAT HIVE OF ACTIVITY 
1 ONE MAN WHO SEEMEP? AN? THE MILLING THRONG BEFORE ME 
— | TO BE W/ COYKGE. NK] WAS A GLASS WALL THAT MIGHT AS 
‘ 1] WELL HAVE BEEN 80C17 STEEL... 


LOOK, 1 KEEP ; SHES 6 GOT TO\f | HAVE INFORMA 
TELLING YOU... LP ME. TION ABOUT THE 
; HER! SUPERNAN... 


MY 
MAIRRIAGE,. 
"DEAL OF THE 
Ns eidec 


“MY VOICE WOULD BE 
4057 IN THAT MELEE 


SANS 


si 60 : "BUT 1 ANEW HIM. "BUT IT WAS THAT VERY 
Bz soxxe7 s0 HOD aROWN a 1 SAW oa DISGUISE THAT MADE 
eal WHOL? BACK, 


‘Wie ess cues ALL 3 
GLASSES | KNEW HE MADE ME WATCH AND WAIT 
CIDN'T NEED. PPROACHED THAT 


HELLO. IM 
frac WAS PoLITE.| | “aut He mover | \ccaRK KENT. 
NY CLARK WAS THROUGH THAT |\S 

NY Atways Fovite. | | cow? ALMOST 
a) SF it WASN'T 


| 


1 CALLED 
THE VAY BEFORE (i 
YESTERDAY TO SET UP 
AN APPOINTMENT | 
WITH YOLK MANAGING 


: , I'M TERRIBLY MAY I PENCIL 
HAVE THAT NAME SOKRY, MRK. KENT, YOU IN FOR ANOTHER 
ON MY LIST. BUT MR. WATE |5 APPOINTMENT? 
SIMPLY SWAMPED j : 
RIGHT NOW... y 


, THAT'S A BIG [77 THANK 
DISAPPOINTMENT, BUT IF YOU FOR BEING 
1 HAVE TO WAIT, THAVE JE SO LWZERSTANOWG, 
IT. a NR KENT. GG 


TO WAIT. 


SSS Ss SSN) 
"} KNOW NOW IT WAS MORE THAN 
SURPRISE AT SEEING HIM SO 7RAAKS- 
FORMED THAT & aaexd ME FROM 
ee TO CLARK 


“BUT AT THE TIME 1 WAS NOT 
SURE WHY 1 WATCHED AS HE 
WALKED BACK TO THE ELEVATOR... 


"BUT I SAW HIM. 1 SAW HIM SHED 
HIS SUIT AND HAT, LIKE A BUT 7ER- 
FLY SHEDUING ITS COCOON... 


"AND IN THAT MOMENT [ 
BECAME PROBABLY THE F 
FIRST PERSON OUTSIDE 
THS HOUSE TO See THAT 
| COSTUME. 


ee ee 


"AND THEN THAT THICK GRAY 

CLOBEP, AROUND MY MING AGAIN, 

AN? EVERYTHING FAPEP AWAY, “1 KNOW I MUST HAVE 
—————— TAKEN FROM THE POCKET 


: ; ee OF MY COAT THE MINIATURE "1 KNOW THE GIGNAL 9 
i } TRANSPONDER 00 OF THAT OBVICE 

Bur NOW Den CARRIED WITHOUT REALIZ- FLAGHED ACROSS 

WHAT HAPPENED. eee | ING (T FOR S0 MANY YEARS, med THE MILES,,, . 
——— — 


= 
@ Na, 


‘ VE 2 
a 


/ r 
4 li 


“AN? FROM THI TO THE 


(CEFUL-LOOKING FIELPS 
WY) OF THE FARM I HAD INHERITED 
FROM MY FATHER AND MOTHER. 


DOGS Bo Sash I HAVE SPOTTED 
"THERE YP KEAGH THE WAIT: | THE TARGET. 
ING EARS OF AGM MASTER. 
WHO LURKE? IN OUR QUIET 
LITTLE TOWN...” 


Y NOW THAT IT'S 
LL VER. THAT 


ENS : 
SH 
oP 
J. ites 
THAT 1 , 
BETRAYED THE 
TRUST YOU PLACED 
IN ME. 


Mi 


“ q p+ i 4 6 
x 4 
YOU WERE YA FOUL PLOT 
THE VICTIM OF = THAT BEGAN EONS. 
A ALOT. BEFORE YOU WERE 
EVEN BORA! _A, 


AND [ 
APPRECIATE IT. THE MANHUNTERS 
1 REALLY 90. GSE YOU, AS THEY USED 
ALE THE NOUTH OF 
SMALLVILLE... 


BUT AS MUCH AS I'VE COME TO 
ACCEPT NHAT HAPPENED- ESPECIALLY 
NOW THAT IM FREE OF THE MAN- 

HUNTER INFLUENCE— 


] STILL HAVE AMGAIMARES, 
AND I STILL COME CLOSE TO 
PESPAURING \NHEN 1 
REALIZE THAT FOR ALL 

THOSE YEARS 1 WAS... 


OF THE WORLD HAVE STOOP IN 
THE EVIL MANHUNTERS FOR 


"NOT BECAUSE OF Afzo7 Tl 
HATCHED MILLIONS OF YEARS | : 

AGO BY A RACE OF MARALD- is “TIME AND AGAIN WEY. 

ING KILLER MOBORS. ce THEIR SCHEMES OF CONQUEST. 


y 1 HAVE SEEN 
EVIDENCE OF INCREASING 

STRENGTH AND 
RESILIENCE. 


ON THE CAKE AND WAS 
NOT BLRNVED. 


“AND THE MICROSCOPIC 
DEVICE NHITNEY PLANTED 
IN YOUR BRAIN CONTROLLED 
YOU, OVER THE YEARS. 


J ect ee 
JUST AS 1 UNDERSTAND THAT IT WAS THE “BUT 10 NEVEK @EEN OUT OF 
MANHUNTER PROGRAMMING THAT COMPELLED SMALLVILLE, NEVER EVEN 
ME ee WHEN bab LEFT Slee 3 ee BEEN TO AAMSAS C/TY, 


DT “YOU'O SPOKEN TO ME 
SS ATEN OF YOUR FASCIN- 
RATION FOR METROPOLS, 


=. bar 
"60 THAT WAS : 
h NATURALLY WHERE Bay 
I WENT, TO FIND 4 
YOU. 


"METROPOLIS WAS 
(ER, COLO AND 


WITH MY ONLY SOLIKCE OF WCOME THE CASH 
ono 8 MY La ela he 1 COULV NOT AFFORD 
BETTER THAN THE CHEAPEST OF HOTELS... 
“IN MY £0677 MOMENTS 
1 £ONGEP TO LEAVE, TO 
GO HOME TO MY LITTLE 
HOUSE, MY LITTLE LIFE... 


"l GION’T KNOW THEN IT 
WAS THE MANHUNTER 
PROGRAMMING THAT 
HELD ME IN METKOPOLIG... 


"JUST AS 1 0ID NOT KNOW THE 
TRUE MEANING OF THE JUMBLED 
WAGES THAT FILLED MY lab 


“FRAGMENTS OF THE TERRIBLE 
TRUTH NY MANHUNTER CONDI- 
TIONING WOULD NOT LET ME 
COMPREHEND. 


yt REMEMBER “ny re 
AS ONLY WATCHES, AS Ff 
IF IT WAS THE CeMLITy 


THAT HA? BECOME THE 
TRERIN. : 


| LS VILRITRG 6 


“A NIGHTMARE THAT 
ETCHED? INTO YEARS. 


"We MANHUNTER MASTERS KEPT SUMMONING ME, 
DIRECTING ME TO FOLLOW YOU, SPY ON YOU. HUMAN 
eS OF TIME AND WORK MEANT NOTHING 


"TO ATTEMPT TO DEFY 
THEM WAS TO MEET 
WITH A4/N GREATER 
THAN YOLI CAN 
WAGINE. 


MMMM Ln 


| WAS MORE THE 
4 ABER THAT WAS MY 
LAST WESTIGE OF LIFE 

IN SMALLVILLE 


EAD HAP FANE, 
ON ME WAS BROKEN. 


6 4 mw ‘hy 
MW "I WAS LELEASED \ 
My FROM THE PRISON 1 
DID NOT COMPREHEND. 
\ SQ 4 “a ~ 


tZ 
P hk held te 

ee a 
LLL! MME ELE A EMT 


hw 


eZapoow = 
ivenasuver! j Ma 


"1 COULON'T BELIEVE) 
IT WAS You, You'D 


“| CALLED JONATHAM IN FROM |__/ BE CAREFUL 
THE FIELDS AN? WE CARRIED YOU WITH HER, 
INTO THE HOUSE. “ JONATHAN. 


iy 


Fo LANo shes, 
: ike SHE MCAT 
BREAK! 


"WE CALLED DOC FOGELM\AN 
0 a SEE TO YOU. 
me AR AN 


om OTHER TIME WE MIGHT 
HAVE CALLED DOC WHITNEY, 
SINCE aielee HAVE BEEN THE 
LAST POCTOR TO LOOK AFTER 
YOU, AS A GIRL. BUT WE DIDNT. 


THAT WAS THE GOOD LORP GUIDING 
OUR HAND. I THINK. WHO KNOWS WHAT N 
WOULD HAVE HAPPENED IF WE'D CALLED 
THAT WRETCHED ALIEN MONSTER. . 


mT Wh On 


WELL, YOU STARTED TO GET BETTER, 


4 


ee | 

“YO COME FROM GOOP STOCK, 
LANA, AND I RECK (T WAS 
THE LAIV@ BLOOU THAT SAVED 
YOU THEN. YOU) JUST WA: 

LET GO OF LIFE 


“BUT THERE WERE 
SCARS THAT NOTHING 


“SCARS POWN DEEP 
SEEMED TO HEAL. 
-—_, 


INSIDE. BUT WHEN I 
Lacon YOU ABOUT 


” 


1,,. ZON’'T KNOW, 
__{|MAKTHA. EVERYTHING 
\ |6.,.60 CONFUSED. 


aN 


1h 


*.. WELL, THAT 
WOULD WA/7. 
—_ 


eee 


PAY YOU ef 
WELL ENOUGH FOR 
ME TO CALL COME. ' 


* ee 


IT WAS ; 
LIKE A MAME E 
HAP PENI RIGHT 
THERE IN OUR BACK 


"ENERN DAN YOU GOT 
@TKONGER. EVERY DAY 
YOU LOOKED MORE ANP 
MORE LIKE YOUR OL? SELF. 
OG LORI BU Le 


"YOU HA? TO COME 
BACK TO YOURSELF 
IN YOUR OWN G00? 
TIME, IF THERE 
WOULD EVER GE A 


TO SMALLVILLE FOR 

ANVISIT, AND THAT 

WILL BE SOON ENOUGH 
TO SEE HIM AGAIN. } 


ee. ETHA. | REMEMBER. YO 
WERE BOTH SO VERY, VERY KINI 


40. 


PETER 7711 


"AND WHEN I FELT MYSELF S7RONG ENOUGH 


AND FACE THE GAOS73 THAT “,. YOU CAME WITH ME. AND 


TO GO BACK iS 
HAUNTED MY OL? HOUSE. gm YOU UNDERSTOOD WHEN I SAIC..." 


I WANT v 7 wr” . : 
{ 70 OPEN THE w VAAL ran 
PLACE UP I'LL NEVER FEEL LIKE SN Ae ‘) 
BM REALLY HOME UNTIL I LIVE 
HERE AGAIN, IN MY OLD HOUSE, 
MY OLP ROOM, 


THAT'LL TAKE ee = : WE'LL HELP 
SOME QOIN', LANA —= ‘ YOU CLEAN IT UF, 
HONEY. J yz : BUT...RIGHT NOW 
conaven, \B ee hioie Woh ae 
1 BOARPE I 
THIS PLACE UP MY- f i yA , MEMORIES. FOR A 
SELF, AFTER HELEN Vem ae Tribe j . LITTLE WHILE. 
PASSED ON. SEEMED a. 
LIKE THE MOST [ 
COULD 00, TO 
PROTECT THE OLD 
PLACE. 


YOU PON'T 
MING... > 


“L STEPPED BACK 
INTO THAT HOUSE... 


“AND BACK INTO 
OBLIVION.” 


» ~ YOU TAKE ALL THE 
{ TIME YOU NEED. WE'LL WAIT 
SUPPER ON YOU. 


THAT CLOSE RANGE 
Be MUST VE 


=a 
"FOR WEEKS YOUD of freurr musrve 

BEEN FREE OF THE ALERTED WHITNEY 

7 MANHLUNTER INFLUENCE WORM. 


“THIS PART WE CAN ONLY GUESS AT, 
BUT BASED ON WHAT AQLLOWES, 
IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT HE CAME 
TO YOUR HOUSE... : 


“THERE THE MANHUNTIERS £EATOED 
WHATEVER FLAW HAD CAUSED YOUR 
CONTROLLER TO MALFUNCTION... 


— 
— 


“THAT SEEMS 
TO FIT, CLARK. 


4 “BUT WHA THEY VIP TO ME, “MANBE IT WAS BECAUSE YOU | 

WHATEVER REPPVES THEY MIGHT WERE EABIER TO KEEP TRACK 

B Hi MADE, IT SEEMED THEY OF, NOW THAT YOU'0 GONE PUBLIC, 
N'T INTERESTED IN ME ANY - 


Il 


er 


F i) 7 | 
"60 [ WENT BACK TO 
MY LIFE IN SMALLVILLE, 
HAPPY TO BE WOME 
AND NONE THE WASSER” 


BGS) Ese 


“ALMOST EVERY CHILD BORN IN 
SMALLVILLE SINCE YOU ARRIVED 
WAS UNDER THE AARMA/7ZA” INFLUENCE. 


“AND THEN, MONTHS 
AFTER J'7 MOVED BACK 
INTO MY OLD HOME AND 
STARTED TO REBUILD MY 

ren " 


/ 


YOU CAME CYAEG/A/G 
Y ACKOSS YOUR FATHER'S 
FIELD LIKE THE BEVZ HIMSELF 
h WAS AFTER YOU, 


“| GOT YOU BACK TO THE PORCH OF YOU DOING HE 


RE? MA ONG TIM 
HOUSE. YOU WERE DELICIOUS, ALMOST) | YOU DOING HERE ® ie 4 
N LEFT SMALLVILLE. LEAVE. 


YEARS AGO. 
q 
‘ 


I... DON'T AWO. 


1 DION'T_ KNOW IT 

WAS THE MANMUN/TERS ; 

WHO HAD DRIVEN METO YOUDREVEALEO 
GO TO METROPOLIS. 


| MATEO ‘OU, FOR SO 
MANY YEARS, WITHOUT 
EVER KROWING W4Y. 


.. BUT IN AWAY THAT MEANS 1 COULD 1’'S ENOUGH FOR 
MEVER HOLD ANYTHING LIKE THIS ME TO KNOW YOU'RE 
AGAINST YOU, LANA, ~ MFE NOW. 


SAFE AND WHOLE 
AND SOUND. BACK IN BS 
SMALLVILLE. 


SIDE SMALLVILLE 
NOW, CLARK. 


THIS MAY SOUND 
SHLY, LANA... 


UNDERNEATH THAT ’ 
HARD ARMOR SHE'S BUILT 
AROUND HERSELF THERE'S A 
BEAUTIFUL, LOVING SOM. 


ij AND i) 
MAYBE MORE 
IMPORTANT ... X 


OAL Tal! laa Be 


THIRTY DAYS! 


Shs oe A ‘ 
‘ oer Pa A 


Cc = - 
DAMN! THIS 1S 
ALL WE NEED / 
OPERATIONAL 

LESS THAN 


WELL... _ 
MAYBE WE'RE UP THE A7RS7 
OUT HERE TO NOT LE4D HE, Bt, 


; YET, SALLY. 
TAKE CARE OF, ; ON A HIPERWAVE 
ON A HYPERWAVE 
BYPASS, SKIPPER... 
BUT IT WOULD TAKE 
A MIRACLE... 


BETTER 
NOT, SAL 


LINC, I CouLD 
ALES YOU! 


WE'LL LOSE OUR \ 
APFRROGUATONS 
IF CONGRESS FINDS 
OUT WE'RE GETTING 
100 cxtijniNy 
: UP HERE. 


‘LET'S HUSTLE UP SOME 
NUMBERS, PEOPLE. WE'VE 
GOT LOST TIME TO MAKE 
a UP FOR ! - 


‘ WELL, BUT THAT DEEP 
MAN, O MAN, are HE MAYBE NOT SPACE IMAGING 
LOOK AT THE Te THAT GOOD... ) EQUIPMENT ZEX 
PRETTY JATREE WAS TH COKE PROVIDED US 
PICTURES! FAR WN, BILLION j WITH 1S PRODUCING 
< WOULD YOU? MILES FR FROM SNAPS! OAIZY AS 


Zi ee A 
en 
~~ ANG 


Ze SAL, WHAT'S 

IT'S COMING IN ‘ 4 

CLEANER AND FASTER Ss THAT AT LEFT 

Veponsee EVER X sy OF FICATION. 
f . 4 ITHT, 

GAVE US. \ 3 INTERFERENCE? WITH THE 


AOPERWWE 


WE'VE LOS 
PICTURE AGAIN! 4 Hf 


APPROXIMATELY 250, OOO SPEND AeLieS ONAN 


MULES AWAY, (IV THE SKIES FIGHTING THE 
WER (HETREPOLIE... BLAZE ON THAT 


BURNING OIL 
TANKER IN THE 
PERSIAN GULE.. 


AN Z a EAA 

= Bani A «Ke 
Ei 

Va yy : 


SDs: 


ARS 
Dye 


SO THAT S ONE 
MENACE OF LIFE 
AND LING 


.-. AND PUTIN A 
FEW HOURS WITH : 
THE KE9L WALD! 


IN My ADOPTED 
(AIQUWE TOU 
IN Pee OF 


JUST AS THE 
FECPCE HERE HAVE 
BECOME MY AAULY.. 


HOLD THAT 
S\_ ELEVATOR! 


MORNIN! MR NO, L HAVEN'T 
KENT. SEEN TODAY'S 
DIDJA SEE my > we 2 
‘ \ WE'RE GOING TO WELL... 2D 
eae |e HAVE TO STAY ON HAVE HELP FROm ) _| 
Oe eee , BB OUR 22S, KENT. | SOPERVAN, LD) 
5 : 


GAVE ITA PAGE ONE 
COVERAGE! THAT'S THE SECOND 


i TIME THIS YEAR YOUNS J 
MR. OLSEN HAS 
SCOVPIED US ALP 

FOLKS. 


SWS 


SS 


S 


Mi 


] } 
————— 
T YOU'VE STILL GOT ALL 

Bie MAKINGS OF A AWE MI 

Dp REPORTER. AGILE 

‘ | OF MIND, 

PRON TT cuark.. 

Se EOT va 


(1 BODY. 


_E= 


lf | 


1m 


= 
= 
W 


wears Qn? SLOW 70 
ee LAVERY | 
VELOCITY. 


Si 
EXTENOING. 


POWER LEVELS 
CONVS7AN7 AT 
OA -MINE-FVE. 


Goon. 
ACTIVATE 
SCOG? 


FORWARD SCANS 
COMLLETE, SUITABLE 


; WORLD LOCATED. 


YOU HEAR THAT 7 
THAT'S THEA SEEM 
TUNE THIS YEAR THOSE 
GRANDSTANDERS AT 
WLEX HAVE BEATEN 

US TOA STORY! 


IT'S GETTING SO 
REAL NEWSMEN 
CAN'T GET THEIR 
HANDS ON AWOTHING 
BEFORE SOME BLOW- 
DRIED, PANCAKE - 
FACED PRETTY BOY IS 
ON THE TUBE SPILLING 
THE WHOLE THING. 


a 


JECE: (a 
ANO VARIED 


VISION POWERS $9 


SUGGEST 
THERWWISE. wag 


BUT MY COMBINED { 
SCO 


REPORTING THE 
DETECTION OF A 


CKYEIN, HEADING /N 
TOWARDS EARTH FRON 
? DEEP SPRCE, ALTHOUGH THE 
OBIECT IS CALCULATED JO 
82 CKOSS EARTHS ORBITAL 


l FOUR HOURS, (EEA 
AVIICIPATES 10 LANGER. 


HAVE 
REPORTED... 


DO THEY GET THERE 
BEFORE US? WE'VE 
GOT BETTER BOE | 
MORE EXASRIENCE.../ 


FACEIT, 

GOT THE ZACHOLOGY 
ON THEIR SIDE. HZEX 
BEATS EVERYODY TO 
THE BEST STORIES. < 
MOSTLY BECAUSE THEIR \ 
B0SS, LEXLUIR i) 
CREATES MOST OF THE / 


BEST STORIES. 


WHATEVER THAT 


THING IS, IT'S AKS4ING 


SOME KIND OF ZWEK6EY 
BOWL THAT'S ESYEGER 
THAN THE WHOLE 


EARTH- MOON SYSTEM: 


ary PG vas a 


EVERYONE 'S SO 
DISTRACTED BY THE 
OUTSIDE 


COMMOTION 

THEY ‘RE NOT LIKELY 
TO NOTICE ME 
SLUPPING AWAY. 


Sy Ys 
Vi 
y 


AND THAT I'VE NEVER FLOWN 
MIGHT PROVE MUCH DEEPER INTO SPACE 
A GOOD THAN THE ORBIT OF THE - 
TRICK. MOON -- NOT UNDER MY 
OWN STEAM, AT LEAST-- 
AND THIS ENERGY 
SPHERE IS MUCH 


Wf, y 


WHATEVER, THAT 
THING IS, IT'S ALMOST Eo 
COMPLETELY SURROUNDED & 


if 


4 


Aly 
is 


. 
i} 


THE EARTH AND MOON. S fl 4 . Ra BIGGER THAN 


GOT TO FILL DON'T KNOW HOW LONG Ve (/AVS VA 6 SUPERMAN?) 
MY LUNGS Mey L'MGOINGTOHAVE TO LN Lo0k”) Zee 
WTR AMR BE OUT IN THE VAcLUM Et 
E OF SPACE, BUT MY aa 
SUPER- EFFICIENT 
METABOLISM WILL 
FUNCTION SEVERAL A 
HOURS ON A SINGLE Any \ \O3 
DEEP BREATH. _N 


CAE WILL 
DISCOVER WHAT 
THIS THING KS, 
/F AIVYONE 
CAW/ » 


“WHATA PUIY SUCH A 
MWACGMIICENT HERO 
DO NOT CANON MOPER 
RUSS/4 WEN HE CHINE 

70 EARTH" 


THE WHOLE 
SYSTEM IS... 
TRAPPED /! 


SEE FOR 
YOURSELF, 
SKIPPER. 


im [ 


aoe 


MY TELESCOPIC 
VISION DIDN'T 9 
DECIEVE ME. 3 


¥ THERE'S A VESSEL 
GENERATING THIS 4 
ENERGY AROUND 
ITSELF ANDO THE 
EARTH AND MOON. 


NO NOT A VESSEL 
FROM ANY PART 
OF THE SOLAR 
SYSTEM, EITHER. 


HOLD ON 
SKIPPER, T'LL 
TRY FOR BETTER 

RESOLUT! 


HAS FORMED A 
COMPLETE SPHERE 
AROUND THE 
WHOLE EARTH- 
MOON SYSTEM. 


NOT READING 
ANY GRAVITY 
FLUCTUATIONS.., 


HING 
mass! 
—} 


J f -, 
Wee 
sy ZERO / 
= 2 


Y \SHE EVER 
A SIGHT FOR 


My ; 
MICROSCOPIC 
VISION REVEALS 


FROMTHE } 
AMOUNT OF 
MICROMETEORITE 

DAMAGE TO THE HULL 
» SURFACE ITMUST BE 
% ENORMOUSLY OLD. 


BUT MY X-RAY VISION 
CAN'T PENETRATE DEEP ENOUGH 
TO TELL ME MUCH ABOUT THE 
INTERIOR OF THE THING. 


WHOEVER 
BUILT THIS 
MUST'VE HAD TO 
CANNIBALIZE ALL 
THE NATURAL RESOURCES 
OF A WHOLE STAR SYSTEM 
TO GET ALL THE 
NECESSARY MATERI 


OF CONCENTRATED 
PLASMA BOLTS. 


CONTROL 
MY FLIGHT... 


IS IT MANNED, 


WONDER 7 


SEEMS TO BE 
REACTING TOMY 
PRESENCE... 


THAT TOWER IS 
= DEFINITELY 
ey REACTING... 


TEX 
A 


t 
I 
é H T4542 


y= 


SWINGING 
ME ROUND IN 
A HUGE ARC... 


NOTHING WE 
CAN DO, 
SKIPPER. 

S 


HE'S COMING 
BACK TOWARDS 
THE NOON AT 
BETTER'N THREE 

HUNDRED THOUSAND 
MILES PER HOUR! 


IMPACT “% ...FOUR... 
IN FIVE 


SECONDS... 


Wkiii#-—_ 
BETTER HAUL \ THERE'S BEEN NO ) BUT...EVEN IF WE ‘ HOW DOWE 
ITASFASTAS , SIGNOFHIM REACH HIM... IF HELP SUPERMAN?. 
YOu CAN, HE'S HURT, WHAT 


LOU? AND 
CLEAR. NY 
TURN JO 


ORVE RIGHT? 


SEAR TMV RTY 
DEGREES FIG/1/, 
SKIPPER, 


GOT A HOT SPOT 
OW MY (NFRARED 


LETS HOPE 
17% HIM. 


WE CAN'T 
WASTE TOO MLICH 
— A TIME SEARCHING... 
__ ——— Ee 
=a 


HE (MUST VE MANAGED 70 
SLOW HIS DECENT, THE 
SPEED HE WAS GOIN HE DVE 
MADE A CRATER BIGGER N 
TYCHO TE HE HADN'T! 


BLT. ASHE. 
Stl ALWE?, 


“AEX, SKIPPER, 
A OIDYOU UST 
H LEEL SOMETHING? “ 


“ XC4L... A... TREMOR 
IN THE GROUND. ALMCST __, 
LIKE WE WERE... NOVING...7?" 


STAND BY. 
TO ACTIVATE 
AYPERDRIVE... 


LEAVING 
i STAR SYSTEM 
d UN TWENTY - 


4 


EIGHT SECONDS... jaa 


oT} 


i — = 
eam we Land i 


0 


= Se en ——— 
_ __ ZBEeeS 


Prise | 
f 


FIRST THIS 
CRAZY LIGHT 


NOW IT FEELS ALMOST 
7S TRAVELLING... 


| LIKE JHE WHOLE (OCW 
ml 


HOW’'RE YOU \( EVE. BEEN 


W THAT'S IT, SUPERMAN. 
THE COMPLETE, TAPED 
RO OF THE LAST 

TWENTY MINUTES. 


viv 


SQUARE WITH 
THE LAST THING 
I REMEMBER... 


” LOOKS LIKE HES 
COMING OUT 
AIT 


lg 5 \ 
C INCREIELE! 
Es 7 AE = 


NEAR AS WE CAN TELL, 
YOU WERE TOSSED, 
SUPERMAN. BUT YOU'LL 
PROBABLY FIND MORE 
AND BETTER ANSWERS... 


AND YOU SAY YOU 
FELT SOMETHING 
LIKE... MOVEMENT, 


IT SURE 
SEEMED 

4. UKEIT, 
SUPERMAN. 


NO, IT PROBABLY WHATEVER THIS THING 
ISN'T THE BRIGHTEST 1S, IT ISN'T LIKE ANY 


WELL... I DON'T THINK 4 THING I'VE THOUGHT PHENOMENON I'VE 
oe 


I'M LIKELY TO FIND TO DO TODAY. 
OUT MUCH ELSE FROM IES 
STUDYING THAT TAPE. 


AFTER WHAT 
YOU'VE BEEN 
THROUGH .. . 


AND THERE'S 
ALWAYS THE CHANCE 
te ad 
CK! ft 
PURELY DEFENSIVE, FTE BEEN 
OPERATING 10 PROTECT ; PLAYING THIS 
THE VESSEL FROM AN = Ls GAME TOO LONG 
SN TEMTIALLY | Lape odie 
Mies THAT PARTICULAR 
ENTITY--ME. : 


Wy AND FROM THE 
IN THE PAST, THE WL LOOKS OF THE 
ATTACKER AEA LIGHT SHOW MY 
MEANT IT. AN! , 


GOT ME AGAIN. GOING 
TO THROW ME AWAY 
FROM THE SHIP.. THROWING ( 
ME RIGHT THROUGH Je 
THE WALL OF THE ; 
ENERGY SPHERE. «© 


THE SUN! ITS A 
THOUSAND TIMES 
FURTHER AWAY 
THAN IT SHOULD BE! , 
ITS GETTING EVEN 
WORSE! THAT'S SOME KIND 
OF SPACE WARP OPENING 
AHEAD OF THE SHIP! 


THIS SHIP. YY 
1S STEALING THE 
” EARTH AND MOON ! 


7 AND L'M SWORN TO~S 
(PROTECT THE PEOPLE < 
OF THE EARTH... 


= 
Ni 
o) \. 


— ee 
MEANWHILE, NOT AR S “Wigtmy % 
\ | ROM SUPERAN S Nb 70 => LAST ONE GROUG/T Noga 
7 POSITION. . CSS HE CAPTAIN BAD NEWS FLEA, 
i x SAV YU > Sr) 3 SPENT SIX OLERGS /N in AY) a ——\ 
VAY WV THE (NEIRINARY FOR ‘\\ eat ae yn ai ON 
LOS NMS TROUBLES, “Wile Dy! iA 


-—~ \ 
= NS 


en ee! 


c= 


/T SEEMS THE TWO 
PLANEKS WE VE 
SNARED ARE... 

WE LL HAVE 


HUN FOR DINNER 
BEFORE THE WATCH 
1S DONE! 


OR NOT, 
L'M WEAK AS 
A KITTEN. IF THIS 
Sax THING WANTS 


WHICH MAY NOT BE SO 

GREAT IN THE LONG RUN. 

IT'S A BREATHABLE 
ATMOSPHERE... 


BUT THIS PLACE SMELLS \~q 
LIKE THE REPOSITORY OF 
ALL LOST SWEAT: 


[SOCKS 
SINCE THE DAWN OF TIME! 


TO PULL MYSELF 
TOGETHER... 


FELT LIKE SOMEBODY 
REACHED DOWN MY 
THROAT AND TURNED 
ME INSIDE OUT. A 
COUPLE OF TIMES. 


ANY CONDITION 
TO GIVE IT 


ER... GREETINGS. Wa : 


Lm superman, [ 
FROM THE PLANET 


p=... FAIRLY SOON, THE WORST 
ZS ? 


Lee 
oo a 


BUT...WE'RE BACK IN 
NORMAL SPACE. PRoviDeD =a 
I CAN GET SOME AIR 


¢ 
. 
> 


Zi, ONLY SEEMS TO 
WANT TO CARRY 


aa 


WY cicio erect 
7s PREVENTING IT 
h ESCAPING INTO | 


AND THEY’RE JUST 
AS IMPRESSED AS 
CAN BE, I SEE. 


“ALL RIGHT. THEY RE 


NOT HARMING ME. LLL 
LET ‘EM CARRY ME 
WHEREVER THEY LIKE, WHILE 
1 RECOVER MY STRENGTH... 


i} 
| 


SLELLILLEE Ds 
LZ ta 


LZ 


/S THAT ae \ : DROIECTED > | 
Say THROUGH ZIZKY/ PE 
LZ 
PRESEN, ;. 


IT'S READING 
My Mino! 


MY LORD 
CAPTIN REQUIRES 
( YNPORMATION! he 


q 
ip ii) ¥3 


Ww ~ 


ee 


WY, Ge. vip. a-~~ 


—— \) 

_\, en c\lS4lsa74 

“AND Z/ZIK! S10P 
A CUE 

1 HEA 


Wp 


70 10E TERE NIG x G 
BE SOME VALUE IV € =3 
ALWE KRYPIOWIAN, Gay \ SPY oS 


Pe 


RIGHT OUTSIDE OUR BEING ON THE 
WINDOW, AND ALL WE OUTS” HAS 
CAN DO IS STAND NOTHING TO DO 
AROUND LIKE A Lois! WITH IT, CHIEF. 
BUNCH OF LUMPS! 


WS 


JOA 


AN'IT ‘S HAPPENIN’ 
RIGHT OUTSIDE 


J 
—\. otk ninco fl 


I KNOW, I KNOW. YOu'VE BEEN YES, THERE'S SOMETHING HAVE YOU NOTICED, CHIEF, 
TICKED OFF AT BOTH OF THEM, ON ELSE, SOMETHING THAT THE WAY SUPERMAN AND CLARK 
THE ASSUMPTION THAT ANY SUPERMAN } ALMOST STARTED TO COME KENT ARE NEVER AROUND AT 
EXCLUSIVES YOU WON AWAY FROM KENT, / TOGETHER IN MY HEAD THE SAME TIME? 

THEY MUST'VE ACTUALLY LET YOU WHEN L VISITED KENT.S 


WIN... HOMETOWN, SMALLVILLE... 


= 


YOU'RE NOT 
SUGGESTING... 


TELEPORTATION THEY ARE JHE } THESE 
CYCLE COMPLETE. | > § on 
SUPERMAN 
CLOSEST FRIENDS / 
AND NOW WE HAVE _/. 
THEM! ‘ 


—— 
het 


Sh SE LA 


mao 


Wt 


BUT ARE THEY THE RIGHT 
QUES, MY LARD CAPBIN 2 JO 
ACHIEVE SUCH PRECISION CF 
AICKUP, OUT OF SO ANY 
LIFEFORME, 


Hye) 4e 


Od ty bs tor wyrgtyn are” 


fi ___—# 


{ 
Goop \~{ ALIENS! DOZENS “ij THE PRETTY Boy IN 
LORD! { \. OF THEM! ; THE HAT SEEMS TO 
SS * z BE BIG KAHUNA 
= ? AROUND HERE. 


THIS 1S GONNA 
BEAT MY BRACKET 
GANG STORY 
ALL HOLLOW! 


YOU LCAW ELL THAT 
MANAGING EDITOR OF THE DAILY THIS GHIP 1S A CATHERER . 
Alt FEMALES, PLANET! I DEMAND TO KNOW WHO LAST OF A (UVIGHTY FLEET 
INSUENCE YL YOU ARE, AND HOW AND WHY xOU'VE WHICH AT OWE TIME PLIED 
BROUGHT US HERE. THE GACEWAXS [N SEARCH 
OF NATURAL RESOURCES JO 
REPLACE THE QUES LOWS 
SINCE EXHAUSTED ON THE 
AOMEWORLO OF THE 
GREAT BUILCERS, 


ON” THEY ARE GONE 
bY WOW, BUT THIS SUP © 
S / SURVIVES, AND LINGER 


p 


ONE WITH A 
FOS/TION OF SOME 
AUTHORITY.’ GOD. 
GOD. YOU, AT CLIENKS WHO 
LEAST, [ AM ABLE CRAVE JHE (NAVY 
70 ACORESS é NATURAL RESOURCES 
OF YOUR OWN SMALL 
AND HIGHLY INSIG- 
MEICANT PLANET. 4 


THAT MIND ZAP 


I STILL DON'T KNOW 
WHAT THESE ALIENS 


AGAINST IT BEING ANY- 


--.- SOL SYP JOHER, IZ 


4 SHO"/IETY QUERLONS 


48 JOO (010241, EVEN (OR 
pes A” 


THING BENIGN. 
FIND A WAY To 
ORE THE 


EARTH-MICON System |) 
TOITS PROPER f 
PLACE... 


y / 


\ 
y 


A QUICK BLAST OF 


S/ BS 
SUPER - BREATH SHOULD 
BE ENOUGH TO GET 
THEM OUT OF MY 
WAY... 
w= 
SO I CAN GET BER 


THE REAL MR. BiG: 
CAPTAIN OF THIS TUG. 


SHIP TO GUIDE ME 
RIGHT TO HIM! Xx 


Lois: Jimmy! 
PERRY! NO! 


eo Aiete sett, 


TUNE JO JON IN IY 
LITTLE LECTURE, 


“ THAT KS THE HOME OF OUR 
CLIENKS, SUPERINAN. JHE ONES 
WHO HIRED US TO PLY THIS SHIP 
AROUND JHE GALAXY, 
PROCURING PLANETS -OR 
THEIR CRACKING STATION, 


+. . 


“WITHIN THAT MIGHTY MACHINE pwcE ir 


AS A SIAR, OLDER THEN VHME (7SELL; 
| HE LLANETS ARE SHATTERED, 
SMASHED INTO SPACE DUST! 


= 


2a\a 
| “ano 


WATUKAL KESOURCES, (VINERALS. 
METALS, GASES. EVEN BIALOGICAL 
PULP, /F THERE ARE LIPEFORINS ON 
JHE SHATTERED WORLDS. 
“AN UNTAD FORTUNE 
IN RESOURCES, EXTRACTED 
FROM EACH WORLD 1 THE 


| SINGLE OST EFAICIENT 


WAY KNOWN” 


AND THIS KS TO BE JHE YOUR PLANET EARTH IS TM SUGGESTING 
FATE OF YOUR WORLD, EASILY ONE OF THE RICHEST ] YOU'RE NOT THE GOOD CAPTAIN 
(PERINAN, WEHAVE EVER HARVESTED, 4f GOING TO LET pone cee ne 


1, HAHA! LO 
{ SOLVE JHREAIS 
, OF VALENCE / 


ANE WAAR Lane Y 


er TNE ote ney 


ESPECIALLY WHEN > : A\ ee 
THEY COME PREM ONES ¥~ <I J 5 mS 
WHO HAVEN POWER =| N oe A\ 


TO BACK THEM lP/ — a We ti 
casi CSE SIUC 


X 
AND I CAN'T YOU... MONSTER! BECAUSE THEY 
DETECT EVEN A ARENOTHING, 
HOW CAN YOU DO SUPERIAN. 
NOT EVEN A HINT OF AS LONE AE I KEEP THEN THIS? HOW CAN YOU 
WHERE THEY'VE SSPE. THEY ARE MY INSURANCE "I PLAY WITH THE LIVES WEARE ALL 
BEEN SENT / AGAINET JOU DECIDING JO OF UNCOUNTED NOTHING, IN THE 
ATIACK ME. 20.50, AND SIGN BILLIONS AS IF THEY / | GREAT SCHEME 
THER CEMA WARRANTS, WERE NOTHING ? OF 7HINGS. 


ad = Ee | 2 | 


SS 


é _ ~~ 
SSSs 


— War 


Ni, 


WHAT ARE JHE \ WEAREALL OUST, \ \T ISTHE TRANSIENCE OF 


LONGEST (HORTAL | SUPERMAN. WE HUMAN LIVES THAT GIVE 
LES, COMPARED | DONCT HAVE THE THEM MEANING. 
TIME JO LEAVE A 
PERMANENT (HARK IT IS THE CONSTANT AWARENESS 
OPEN THE COSMOS, OF HOW SHORT A TIME WE ALL 


HAVE THAT MAKES US STRIVE 
FOR BETTER THINGS, FOR BETTER 
MINDS AND LIVES, 


ANO SO WE ARE 


COMPARED 10 THE 
TWENTY BILLION 
YEARS SINCE THIS 


IF WE ALL LIVED FOREVER, 
THINGS MIGHT REALLY BE 


YOU'LL AS POINTLESS AS YOU SEEM 

UNDERSTAND IF T TO THINK. BUT WE DON'T, AND 
DISAGREE WITH IT IS THAT VERY LIMITATION WHICH 

YOU, CAPTAIN. HAS INSPIRED THE GREATNESS 


OF THE HUMAN SPIRIT, 


oe 
Vee 
ae 


SAVE YOUR PITY POR CWE WHO 
NEEDS [7, 1 AI CONTENT (NV 
WHAT L AM. 


AOWEVER, (7 £8 POSRSIECE [ BLG/N 
70 UNDERSTANO WHAT YOU SAG 
SUAEYAN. 

AS THE SALE SUIVVER 
O JHE PLANET KRYPTOW YOU 
WATURALLY WOLD FREER JO 
MOO LOSING YOUR OIEWAKCD 
4 SECOWO VME, THERE 5 4 
SELEIGHNESS [HERE THAT L 
CAN COMREAENC, 


PREHEND NOTHING, CAPTAIN. 
AND FOR THAT I PITY YOu. 
yim 


ANO, (NDEED, (7 (5 PRECISELY 
BECAUSE I AN WHAT LAM 
THAT L CAN NOW GFER YOU A 
CHANCE JO SAVE YOUR PALTRY 
PLANET, SUPERNAN. 


YOU SEE, I HAVE 
A FONONESS FOR 
GAMES, SUPERIIAN. 
ESPECIALLY GAMES 
WHICH ARE LIKE JHE 
GREAT GAME OF LIFE, 
GAMES WE NUST LAY, 


PERE, SUPERMAN. 
W/7H PLANET CAKIY 


AS THE PRIZE M/ \ 


VERY WELL, CAPTAIN. SINCE 
YOU OFFER ME NO CHOICE. 


I ‘VE FOUGHT FOR EARTH 
BEFORE. IF I MUST, I WILL 


L DONO! JHINK YOu FULLY 

UNDERSTANO ME, SUPERMAN. 

LZ AM NOT OFERING YOU A 

CHOWCE, WE PLAY (iis HANO BY 

MY RULES, OR WE PLAY 

ITNT AT Ate. EITHER 
WAY /N ALL 


LIKELIHOOD, YOUR 
ALANET DIES / 


THEN YOU ARE EVERY BIT AS 
WARPED AS I ‘VE COME TO THINK, 
CAPTAIN. I WILL NOT GAMBLE 
FOR FIVE BILLION LIVES. 


it 


BUT I GIVE FAIR WARNING: ~ 
T WILL SEIZE ANY OPPORTUN- 
ITY TO WRECK YOUR LITTLE 
PLANS. I WILL FIND ANY 
WAY I CAN 70 BEAT YOU! 


=> — A 
( ~~ 


—. 
\\\y 


[2a 
J se ee EL 
ee 7 lf N 


INTERESTING 
—“( THEY’D ALLoT THIS 
MUCH SPACE 


THIS PLACE. 


THE CAPTAIN ~ 
WAS OBVIOUSLY 
ON THE LEVEL WHEN 
HE SAID HE'S INTO 
GAMBLING, GAMES 


AND, PROVIDED THEY DON'T 
START TOSSING ANY MORE OF 
AND THESE FLOATING 
MECHANISMS... OBVIOUSLY 
¢ CAMERAS OF SOME 
KIND. “LYNG EES.” 


THE CAPTAIN MUST NOT UNLESS I MISS MY GUESS, 
THE ONLY ONE WHO IT'S A SAFE BET THIS Is 


s T ALL 


ECAS 
OVERTHE SHIP | 


PERE! 
SUH 
As 
iw F \s 


WELL, CAPTAIN? | SOQW ENOLGH, 
WHEN 00 WE SUPERMAN, SOCW 
ENOUGH. 


BEGIN ? 


HA, AVVO SUPERMAN... 
YO O BETTER Wi 
THIS LIGHT QUICKLY. 


XN 


= @a\ 
CMD ee hy 
; Nf) Vr 


AS YOU CAN SEE 
FROM TKS HOLOGRAPHIE \ 
PROTECTION, YOUR ADOPTED 
PLANET £S CQMLY A FEW 
QUERLONS -ROM THE 
FACTORY STATION. 


YOU LEAD ME TO 


BELIEVE THIS WOULD } yoU LEAD ME TO 


THIS 1S NOT 
PART OF THE BEA FAIR CONTEST, ’ UNDERSTAND I 
DEAL, CAPTAIN, WOULD HAVE THE 

PROPER TIME AND 
OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE THE 
LIVES OF ALL THE PEOPLE 
OF EARTH, IF I AGREED 
TO THIS BATTLE. 


LLL JHINK 
ABOUT 
RECTIFIING 
/7. 


BUT RIGHT NOW, 
L THINK TS Fit 
YOU (NET YOUR 


(( 


. ge THE WIOCHITEST 
§ WARRIOR OALL HIS 
KACE. ANO HE HAS A = 
SECRET, AVERY SPECIAL 
SECRET... 


v 


18 HE AN ACCEPTABLE 
Be OQONVEN, SUPERMAN 71F 
=| N07, WE CAN FIND YOU 
(THER... 


YES, HE'S 
ACCEPTABLE, ) 
\ CAPTAIN. 7 


HOURS, AS 
YOU MEASURE 


BY WHICH 
TIME THE EARTH 
WILL BE GONE. 


THEN LET THis 1S 
THE BATILE WOM 
Barr DERFUL ! 


THIS (8 


bg 
CD EZ 


SESE 


2 


a 


| wel 


py 


AY / 


7 G 


= 


iy 


— =a 
— & 3S 
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BUI NOY ENCUG/. NOT 
ALL YOU ARE CWPBLE 
OF, 


] (im r Z 
Ny STILL I CAN'T HELP 
BUT PULL MY PUNCHES; 
I'M NOT USED TO 
FIGHTING SOMEONE AS 
POWERFUL AS GUNGE.... 


FALTER! 


AVI! I THINK I 
UNDERSTAND WHAT 


1 ) Po /S HAPPENING HERE /, 


\y ae 
HIS IDEA OF MAKING 
IT EASIER FOR ME TO FIGHT 
GUNGE IS 10 BOOST 
GUNGE'S PoweR!! 


YOU ARE FEARFUL OF 
KILLING GUNGE, WHO YOU 


WELL, I TOLD THE CAPTAIN I 


HAVE NO INTENTION OF PLAYING = 
THIS GAME BY HIS RULES. > 
fT eRe 

“* a 

N \ 
\ Ail = 
g 4 
; 


T CAN TAKE THE AND MEANWHILE I'VE 
POUNDING GUNGE 1S HANDING) GOT TO CONTINUE 
OUT, EVEN AT THIS BOOSTED , SEARCHING THE SHIP 

POWER LEVEL. FOR LOIS AND THE 

s OTHERS. 


AND... WHATS 
WRONG WITH PERRY? 
HE'S UNCONSCIOUS...7 


tI 


\ 


N 


Mp 


Oe Wl Uff 


S 


\N 


To LET GUNGE 
HAVE IT FULL 
FORCE! 


UH 


| 


oe 


Yj 


WA 


r 


i 


Zanini 


| j y 
es : 
$7} Aa 
= Hi 
”.- AND HOPE THE ] 
a CAPTAIN KEEPS {0 y, ——_ 
SSS WORD oe ———<<$—— i 
S he 


Se AT ena 


COULD 
THAT BEIT? 
COULD THAT 
BE MY 
ANSWER 7 


\ WHAT ARE 
100/ BOINE 2 


THE CAPTAIN I'VE GOT EVERY 
HASN'T BEEN TRUE *) GOOD REASON 
TO HIS WORD IN TO THINK HE'S 
ANYTHING HE ‘S 


YA ae 
PROBABLY LYING em iy 
ABOUT THIS, TOO, } a) 


1 Ky 
ee \ bs 


UT, WHAT 


/ \F HE ISN'T... 


2 


fi 


) 


4 
) 


] 


I\ 


SHOW YOUR HEAT 
VKSIQW IN GAERATION. 


IONIZED THE AIR 


AROUND GUNGE... 


SO HE WON'T BE 
RECEIVING ANY MORE 


x 
TRANSMITTED ENERGY 
\\ \ FROM THE OTHERS. 
\ 
* = 


Nine 


a 
N 


IF GUNGE IS 
REALLY 


POWER FROM 
LOIS, PERRY 


_ AND JIMMY... 


e 
Mh TO 00... 


BELIEVE IT CAPTAIN. “ 
YOU MAY HAVE TOLD 


THE TRUTH FOR THE 
FIRST TIME IN YOUR 
MISERABLE LIFE... 


ents E 
ure ny. | 


\ OV 2 HUNK IS SHOULD 
COT MY LOESES 
RIGHT HERE. 


 / a! Z/ 
a= a 


AND, IRONICALLY, THAT 
1S WHAT COST YOU YOUR 
VICTORY! 


Now, I’M GOING TO 
FORCE YOU TO KEEP 
YOUR WORD, CAPTAIN. 
FREE MY FRIENDS, AND 
RETURN THE EARTH AND 
MOON TO THEIR PROPER 
PLACE... 


WO, SUPERMAN. 


SINCE NY SINGLE 
TRUTHFUL /NOISCKETION 
AAS COST WE SO 


THIS VESSEL With 
SELF -DESTRUCT 
UN THREE OF YOUR 


"COME AFTER U6... OR SPVE 
YOUR FRIENOS, SUPERMAN. 


\y <Ss Zz, 
SSN 
QS 


“WILL BE SIVELY ABOARD (HE 
FACTORY STATIN. 


S39) 


“MAKE /T 
FAS. ” 


OF COURSE 
I HAVE To SIOP 
THESE CHARGES 
PERMANENTLY 


THE CAPTAIN'S 
a “CHOICE” 5 NO 
PPS, CHOICE AT ALL. 


s 


\T'S THE ONLY HOPE I HAVE 
OF EVER SAFELY RESTORING 
THE EARTH AND MOON. J 


GOW. GOOD, 
MY RUSE AS 
WOKKED, 


pe 


— — 2 
——— * 


— 
TM] | Via 


A =. es 


WAY 10 YOu AGANCGW 
THE GATHERER ? 


THE GAPETY OF 
MUKSELF AV (MY CREW 
(8 OF GREATER (WPORIPANCE 
TOME THAN YOUR SIU, 
PROCESSOR. j 


CALLING JHE PROCESSORS, 
CALLING THE PROCESSORS, S 
WE REQUIKE SANCTUARY... JB 


| CANNOT BUILD ANOTER, 


COME 
ABOARD. 
CASHIN. 4 


YOUR PERCEPTIONG 
ARE SKEWED, W KS/IO SLOW DEAN, 
OUT HERE [THE Vt) SOLACE 


é CAPTAIN. 
“4 
MN ABANDPOWVING THE 


b GATHERER YOU MVE 


CONDEMNED iS. WE CREW WILL PRE- 
CELE US INTO _h 
LACKING RESOURCES OBL... J 


ANO SKULL. 


==" ” 
AIA ZB NO LIFEFORMS ABOARD 


i “Wij I THINK MR. 


WHITE'S IN A 
BAD way! 


IF YOU'RE HERE... 
SURELY THE 
DANGER 1S PAST! 


£ (DX 7 
ere | i | 


Nor AT THIS IM AFRAID 


IT'S BARELY 


" THERES Micy WORK 70 | I'M STAKING FIVE \ WH-WHAT [Ml THESE CONTROLS ARE 
SE DONE, (- EARTH 1S 7O \ BILLION UIVESON  ) Do YOU FAIRLY SIMPLE, LOIS, 
SURVIVE” JUST THAT, PERRY. 


THE CAPTAIN AND HIS 
YOU CAN'T REALLY \ 


THINK WE’LL BE 
ABLE TO RUN THIS. 
SHIF, SUPERMAN? 


THE HARD STUFF 

1S RUN BY COMPUTER. 
AND THOSE COMm- 
PUTERS ARE STILL 


NE 
~ THE ONLY THING THAT 
ISN'T IN FULL WORKING ORDER 
IS THE ENGINES, AS THE CAPTAIN 


KNEW, THEY ARE ALMOST 
COMPLETELY DRAINED. 


AND THAT'S \ SUPERMAN! YOU CAN'T MEAN... I DON’T HAVE ANY BUT... BUT EVEN YOU 
¢ YOU'RE GOING OUT CHOICE, LOIS. DON'T HAVE ANYTHING 
THERE? INTO LIKE THAT KIND OF 
SPACE 7 PERMA 


THIS VESSEL MUST BE 


MOVED BACK 10 SOL, 
WHILE THE EARTH AND IF YOU TRY TO 
MOON ARE STILL HELD 
SAFELY IN ITS 
GATHERING 


IN! 
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I HAVE NOTHING LIKE BUT IM 
THIS VESSEL DOESN'T, 


ana THE POWER TO PUSH 
50D RESCUE RIGHT. PLANETS AROUND, Zz EITHER! 
Z Lm HoPING THERE'S ¥ 
SOMETHING IN THE 


HOLDING FIELD THAT ¢ 
NEUTRALIZES THE 
INCREDIBLE MASS OF 
THE PLANETS BEING 
MOVED. 


SOMETHING IN 
THE SAME MECHANISM 
THAT KEEPS THEM FROM 
BEING RIPPED APART 
BY THE GRAVITATIONAL & 
FLUX OF MOVEMENT. 283% 


WELL, LETS SS 
NOT THINK ABOUT 


AND THE REALLY 
2 NGA: FUNNY 
THING IS, WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF MY 
THREE FRIENDS INSIDE 
3 ONGH : NOT ONE OF 
THOSE FIVE BILLION 
KNOWS THEIR 
SITUATION! 


Y PERRY! HE'S 
F DOING IT/ WE'RE Eaeen 
a. MOviNG!! <a 


WELL, DON'T 
_ JUST STAND THERE, 
LOIS! FIRE UP THAT 
SPACE WARP THING! 
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TRICK 1S 10 pe eae 
JUST NOT THINK | ts TRY TO IGNORE THE 
BOUT IT. J (FACT THAT MY WHOLE BRAIN 
JUST TURNED INSIDE-OUT.., , 
ON MOVING << 
THIS SHIP. \ 


CONCENTRATE 
ON LOIS AND PERRY 
% AND UWnmy.. . 
BUT... WHAT'S IT BEEN THERE'S NO POINT IN) 
THESE THINGS noth ne ABOUT IT NOW. 
RIGHT WE'RE ABOUT IT NOW. 


ALL OUR 


ABOUT HALFWAY L-kABZz US... 4 
, i" | . IT'S OUT OF 
HANDS. 


FROM THIS POINT,NO AMOUNT 
OF WORRY WILL MAKE ONE 
JOT OF DIFFERENCE. 


my WE'RE EITHER 
GOING TO 
MAKE IT... 


Offi DING TO. \/ AND THE MAIN COMPUTER SYSTEM WILL NG 
¥ DIRECT THE EARTH AND MOON BACK INTO / FOR THE DISTANCE EARTH 
Y EXACTLY THE ORBIT THEY SHOULD WOULD HAVE MOVED IN. ZA 
7 * Y Wp N) SWITCH... “a BE 
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y | EVERYTHING 
1S BACK EXACTLY 
AS A FRACTION OF WHERE IT SHOULD 
A SECOND IN BE! 
EARTH'S YEAR! ta if 


ASIF IT NEVER 
HAPPENED AT 
ALL /! 
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METROPOLIS! 


A CITY THIS BIG AND LOUD A 
ANDO DIRTY... 
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I SHOULD SAY 
NOT, SUPERMAN / 


YOU... DON'T HAVE 
TO SAY IT, MISS 
LANE. 
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\\\ WELL, IT May 
SOUND LIKE FALSE 
MODESTY UNDER 
THE CIRCUMSTANCES... 


V' THIS IS FRONT PAGE STUFF, 


AND FOR ONCE WE'LL BEAT 


I'D APPRECIATE ITIF Ai 


I'VE GOT A CAMERA 
FULL OF PULITZER 
PALE PICTURES. 
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BUT NO THANKS 

we ARY, LOIS... 
IT'S.. ELL ROT are 
ALL IN A DAY ‘S WORK... 


/ NO ONE ON EARTH KNOWS 
WHAT HAPPENED OUT THERE. 
I THINK IT WOULD BE BETTER 
eS YONE IF IT STAYED 
THAT WAY. 
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a: N 
L'LL FIND SOME WAY 
TO MAKE IT UP To you, ) SUPERMAN 
I PROMISE. 
ji ALREADY HAVE... 


Daya = 


Zoe } 
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7” AND... JUST TO MAKE WW. ONE QUICK ZAP OF 

t Ft cine ne CEFECTIVELY DESTRO’ 
/ ae IVEL 

XO WRONG HANDS — SC ruBe CATE. 


HAPPENED ABOARD THE 
GATHERER. WE BOTH HAVE... 
THINGS TO COME TO 
TERMS WITH. 


THANK YOU, 
SUPERMAN . 


WELL! WHERE THE 
HECK HAVE YOu 


Dedicated, with gratitude, 
to Superman's creators 
Jerry Siegel and Joe Shuster 
and to all who followed them. 
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